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the brain, although its point of origin may 
exist elsewhere. Hence two divisions na- 
turally arise, namely, first, the epilepsy 
which originates in the brain itself, or the 
idiopathic; secondly, that which has its 
point of origin elsewhere, or the sympto- 
matic. Having its proximate seat thus 
invariably in the brain, the next question 
is, Does this disease leave behind it in 
that organ any invariable traces of its ex- 
istence? It certainly does not, and so far 
we are completely t of what it is 
that constitutes the essential pathological 
character of this disease. Neither do we 
find any particular lesion in the brain, 
which elucidates the special cause of the 
malady in every case in which the brain 
ir at the same time its point of origin and 


we find, that anatomical 

It follows, then, as a regular conse- 
quence, that numerous cases are daily no- 
ticed, in which, though epilepsy shows itself 


without | in all its terrors, there exists no organic 


ire body; sometimes 

affecting only a set of muscles, or a single 
muscle, or even only a single fibre of a 
i This, in the confirmed 


; 


lesion of the nervous system which can be 


, such, for example, as M. 
Foville, whose name I have already men- 
tioned, and who, after the dissection of a 
great number of brains of deceased epi- 
leptic individuals, is forced to avow, that 
anatomy reveals neither the essential 
cause nor the constant effects of the disease. 


are, however, wanting to prove even the 


of these conditions. As for their 


my 
ver 
Vou. 
| 
We shall this day continue with the 
convulsive diseases, and enter on that | 
= order of them which is not exclusively 
a to derangements of motion, but| its seat. Baffled thus as to the causes, 
ia also accompanied by a profound altera- | both occasional and proximate, if we seek 
tion of sensibility sol indigenes. This | for any invariable lesion as the effect of 
character of the order in question is not, | this cause, whether obscure or manifé 
| however, so constant, but that it is occa- 
sionally deficient, and thus, in epilepsy; 
the disease to which this and the subse-| 
2 went lecture will be devoted, there is a! 
or variety termed here the petit 
mal, in which convulsions exist [SS 
any other morbid symptom. 
What, then, is the meaning of the term | detected after death. This fact has now 
f epilepsy? We es that an indivi- | been indisputably proved by the researches 
dual is epileptic, when at certain intervals, | of men well versed in this special branch 
periodical or irregular, he is seized with a | 
action is so deranged, that violent con- | 
tractions and relaxations occur, or in- 
creased extension alone, sometimes ex- 
, Some authors, however, have arrived at 
| opposite conclusions. Thus, in a work 
, | recently published, epilepsy is asserted to 
| depend on a notable aiteration of the brain 
| and spinal chord, this alteration consisting 
in ramollissement or induration. Cases 
frequency 
| constancy, it is disproved already by innu- 
| merable facts. We should always distin- 
guish, too, when we advance these specu- 
lations between the epilepsy which is sim- 
jPle and that which is complicated with 
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frequent! tions act in the same way. In infants and 


the intercurrent malady may be | 

for those of the epilepsy itself. | 

As anal as this pretended cause, many 
others, equally delusive, have been describ- | 
ed, from slight hyperemia up to extensive 
. It is perfectly true, that all 

these, and many other morbid conditions, 
are found every day in epileptic brains; 
but when we reflect upon the matter, 
examine the several facts well ascertained 
in its pathological history, we are forced 
to admit that these lesions are either acci- | 
dental coincidences, or, at most, have only | 
yed the part of occasional causes of the | 

It is, further, of much importance 

in these investigations, to distinguish be- 
tween the patients who die in the parox- 
and those who die in the interval ; 


interval, we find either a perfectly normal | 
alteration 


find in the brain notable 
sanguineous congestion ; the vessels, large 
and small, are with blood, and the 


gorged 
membranes and substance of the brain ex- 
hibit strong evidence of increased vascu- 


-But is this the cause of the dis- 


ease? Certainly not. It is a simple and li 


natural effect, which 
roxysm waxes 
est height when the 


the scalp, the face, and often even the neck 
Sometimes it causes effu- 


and thus, though not the |i 


death. — in the great majority of 
cases, this congestion is a mere effect. In 
a few, however, congestion may act as an 
occasional cause, by supervening in persons 
previously predisposed. In fact, in our 

tially necessary to admit this predisposing 
cause, — the previous existence of 
occasional causes are ineffec- 

These occasional causes are never- 
mand our strict attention. 

They may be divided, then, into two 
classes, one originally affecting the brain 
and nervous system, the other in which 
the cerebral disturbance an im- 
—— made on some other organ. 

mong the first, a very powerful one is, 
excessive intellectual labour, which fre- 

tly excites the malady in those pre- 
end them whe love 
already suffered an attack. Mental emo- 


attack where the predisposition exists in 
any marked degree. Too great excitement 
any may in such persons 
produce the same effect. There is a case, 
for instance, on of a young person 
who was seized with the first ated 
ile after having been ti 
alt the feet. It afterwards 


and! returned, and at length arrived at such a 


degree, that the slightest tickling pro- 
duced an immediate paroxysm. 


stances produce paroxysms in them, al- 
though harmless to any other person. 
Thus, there is a case described of a man 
who was always thrown into epilepsy on 
the sight of ared object. In some persons, 


had epileptic fits whenever the breast be- 
came more painful than usual ; indeed she 
could predict the occurrence of the parox- 

she need in 


66 
other 
pens, 
posed, that certain objects and circum- 
ce Se various strong smells have this effect. 
found to differ materially according to|There has been a case, too, of a man in 
whom all violent or disagreeable sounds 
occasioned an attack, and who recovered 
by means of closing his ears with cotton. 
Intense pain is another occasional cause. 
able nature and situation. If the patient | I know a woman wholaboured under a can- 
have been carried off in the paroxysm, we | cerous induration of the breast, and who 
_ _ exces- 
ive watching are also to be added to the 
st. Tissot relates the case of a young 
increases as the pa-| woman who was attacked with epilepsy 
er, and is at its great-/| after plunging her feet into ice-cold water. 
arious other agents, such as spirituous 
quors, coffee, diffusible aromatics, some 
poisons, especially of the narcotic class, 
have occasionally the same effect. In one ; 
ndividual, a paroxysm followed a small 
dose of the extract of hyoscyamus. Lastly, 
| insolation, crowded assemblies, in churches, f 
| theatres, &c., and 
the warm-bath, are to be i in the 
same light. 
| Here, Gentlemen, are a number of dif- 
ferent causes coinciding in the same action 
on the nervous system, and thus placing 
the point of origin of the disease in the 
nervous system itself. Again, in various 
morbid changes and conditions of the sys- 
tem itself, without referring to external 
causes, we find the presence of the occa- 
sional cause. Tissot relates a case of a 
young man in whom the access was al- 
ways excited by cerebral plethora and red- 
ness of the face, and in whom it finished 
by a copious bleeding from the nose. In 
fact, there is no disease of the brain or 
nervous system, which, the previous pre- 
disposition existing, cannot give rise to 
an epileptic attack. 
The second class of causes, or those 
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example, of dif- 
ferent natures and degrees, have 
known to act so powerfully in this manner, 


it 
Fe, 


that simply touching them produced an | After 


Ganglions in the course of the 
nerves have often a like effect. But before 
leaving the skin, I may here cite a case re- 
ae Ponteau, in which this influence 

The patient was a man 
west. 30, who received a blow on the top 


of the head, which divided the scalp to a} bul 
conside: 


y of nervous sympathies in this 
ly interesting. Some other 
curious have 


swelling reappeared, 
the epilepsy ceased. The artificial bubo 
ran a regular course of suppuration, and 
the epilepsy did not return. 

You thus see what a vast number of dis- 
similar causes may induce this dreadful 
matady, and how 
them with the deepest attention, in 
when once detected, may point to an easy 
cure. These causes, which I have given 


fied in a manner it is right to notice. 

recognises, in the first place, two divisions 
of the disease,—the idiopathic and the sym- 
pathetic—the first of which may occur with 


F2 
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which act originally by other organs than | Numerous conjectures were made in vain 
those of the nervous system, are very nu-|as to the mode in which the change of 
merous also. Among the first and most | weather influenced the patient, until at 
powerful are irritations of the digestive | length it was noticed that just before each 

as dyspepsia, and worms, espe- | access, he complained of a tingling sensa- 
Tissot relates a case in which | tion in a tooth which was in a state of de- 
igestive organs were so irritable, that 
patient was obliged to restrict himself, by suitable inquiries, the result of whi 
ja. diet of milk, bread and honey, and | left little doubt that the 
> grapes, being sure of a fit of epilepsy if he | tricity acted on the tooth 
touched meat or soup. Organic lesions of | thus produced a i 
eee with, or ex-|led to the access. Th 
cite, this 'y- Induration of the liver, | case, and the mode of in 
and various affections of the bladder, have | symptoms, reflect the 
been particularly noticed for this effect. | credit on M. Poussin. 
On the removal of these occasional causes, = r ths affection. 
as by lithotomy or the breaking of the ver a storm occurred, his sufferings 
stone, the disease is, in such cases, often | were intense in proportion to its violence, 
cured, The influence of the genital organs | and only terminated when it ceased. On 
I have already adverted to in another lec-| examining the mouth of the patient, it 
ture. It is most marked in the various |was noticed that when one of the upper 
prominent epochs of menstruation, in | canine teeth of the right side was touched, 
by onanism or masturbation. twitches of the muscles of the face. A 
There are some special lesions of the| more attentive scrutiny still, led to the 
cutaneous periphery, which seem to act | detection of a small carious point in the 
as the occasional causes of epilepsy more | upper part of the tooth. On establishing 
frequently than others, by the reaction | a galvanic circle with zinc, gold, silver, or 
iron wires, the metals meeting on the 
carious point, a paroxysm of epilepsy im- 
os frightfully severe, 
|that it was painful to contemplate it. 
the extraction of the tooth, the epi- 
|lepsy never returned. Another case, still 
more extraordinary, but of indisputable 
authenticity, is that mentioned by M. Le- 
mercier, a provincial physician of high 
|reputation. A man contracted chancre, 
and in ten days after its appearance, a 
; bo appeared, of the size of a hen’s egg, 
accompanied by a smart febrile ac- 
open a long time, and during this time he|cess. Measures were taken to cause its 
laboured under no convulsive disease ; but | retrocession, which were attended with 
. P the wound had scarcely cicatrized, when an | success, but on the evening of its dis- 
| access of epilepsy occurred and returned at | appearance an attack of epilepsy took 
intervals during twelve months. The ci-| place. M. Lemercier, reasoning on a 
, catrix then opened again, and, what is/theory which it is needless for us to con- 
truly remarkable is, that from that moment | sider, immediately applied a blister to 
no access took place. A slight exfoliation 
of the bone next happened, after which, 
owing to the negligence of the attendant, | 
the wound again closed, and again the 
epilepsy returned. Means were then taken 
to re-open the cicatrix and to keep it so, 
and when this was accomplished, the epi- 
lepsy was once more and finally banished. | 
pla 
case is 
cases 0} 
also been reco ° you in detail, M. Esquirol, in a work pub- 
In the 62nd volume of the Bibliotheque lished a good many years since, has classi- 
Medicale, Dr. Poussin, of Montpellier, 
‘published the case of a young man who 
was attacked by a paroxysm of epilepsy 
every time the weather became stormy. | 
= 


facts 


in the system of white vessels, and 


modify his ideas in this respect, for| her pregnancy can render her children 
he is one of those who never lag behind the | epileptic, there are certainly no facts to 


distribution is formed by the organs of that these impressions can give rise to 
reproduction, and is termed epilepsia ute-| simple convulsions. The milk of epileptic 


2 certain extent, is not sufficiently generic, | cate the disease. This is equally destitute 
since many males are epileptic, from im-| of the support of facts of any value. A 


fifth and last class embraces all the exter-| once to Portal, who communicated it to 
nalorgans, including the cutaneous surface. ing af the Hotel Dieu. He was attend- 


y 
fluence at different ages, but this influence 
is not uniform in all, it heing ascertained ; however, was provided, and forthwith the 
by numerous facts, that their energy is in| epilepsy ceased. 
(ge ean patient. The! As for the effect of season, the disease 
g table, constructed from cases | is supposed to be much more frequent in 
observed among the females at La Sal-|spring and warm weather; this is, how- 


5 to 10 12 of winter, was exasperated by every re- 
markable fall of temperature, and again 


It is a matter of vague belief, that epi- 
statisti- 


influence exerted on the mother during 


of science. The fourth class in| prove it, although it seems pretty clear 


expression which, though true to | nurses.has been stated also to communi- 


on their genital organs. The | singular circumstance, however, occurred 


nurse being so. nurse, 


affords a good illustration of the | ever, not without its exceptions, and some 
i cases are even remarkably aggravated by 


Number of cases... . 
Symptoms of Epilepsy. 
The symptoms of epilepsy should be 


studied in four separate first, 
in sufficient number are yet before the access; secondly, during the 


eight after. 


sie mination; and, fourthly, in the interval 
+ Thirty-eight before menstruation, and twenty- I the attacks. . 


access ; thirdly, immediately after its ter- 
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or without any appreciable lesion; the; wanting to elucidate this subject. M. 
7 second varies according to the seat and} Bouchet, however, has collected some ob- 
: circumstances of the sympathetic impres- | servations which, though on too small a 
4 sions. Of these he forms five classes. In| scale to afford conclusive results, are still 
- the first he places the various irritations, | not devoid of interest. Fourteen epileptic 
: accidents, &c., of the ae females had together fifty-eight children, 
In the second the different itions of | thirty-two of whom died young, and died 
4 the circulation of the sanguineous system, | in convulsions. Of twenty-six who lived 
: such as plethora, suppressed hemorrhoids, | longer, fourteen had neither epilepsy, nor 
. anemia, kc. These two ups may cer-|any other nervous malady. Seven had 
tainly various nervous diseases, without convul- 
, the th | sions ; two only were epileptic; two had 
: In thi simple convulsions; and one was hysteric. 
; A few similar facts are recorded in the 
, here he places the epilepsies arising from | works of Boerhaave and A. Lusitanus; 
suppressed tinea capitis, itch, &c. The | the latter of whom mentions an instance 
Propriety of this I cannot admit, and in-/| of a father and eight children who were 
| 
self were now writing on the subject, he 
rogress 
Tina, an 
ressions 
this lecture. | with a all the family being 
inq 
k coid. in one, especially, that fell under my 
‘ir own notice, the disease disappeared in 
20 00 25 ccccserccceeee 4 great majority of cases are known to 
25 20 BO weccsere-vevee 4 occur by night, and it would be difficult 
3010.35 to decide whether sleep, or the absence of 
BS 40 2 the sun from the hemisphere, was the ac- 
4B A tual cause; both perhaps contribute to the 
45 0050 2 effect produced. Finally, it is established 
BO 00.SB ccccccccccce.s @ beyond dispute that the female sex. is 


tack. A few minutes before it, or 


sations is not constant; it may be the sum- 
mit of the head, or the face, or the upper | 
The occiput is not unusually the 
and in women one breast is some- | 


sation, finally, may choose either the u 
or lower extremities, and thus the le 


Eo been mentioned in various cases as 


is not present in every case of the disease. 
peel gm ents in whom it exists, have 

by experience, on the moment of its 
Occurrence to apply a mechanical com- 
pression by ligature, tourniquet, &c., be- 
tween the seat of the sensation and the 
trunk, and thus render the access abortive. 
This fact is indisputable, although no satis- 
factory explanation can be given of it. 
It is analogous, perhaps, with the circum- 
stance which is on record, of an epileptic 
female having been perfectly cured by a 
large moxa applied to the nape of the 


neck, where she experienced this feeling. 


the dashing of cascades, the roaring of 
cannons and musketry, the rushing of the 


him at full gallop, the coachman in 
a red cap, and he was thus fri i 
the paroxysm. 
apparition of flames, others i 
,the contrary, a diminution in the 


plete paralysis, 
partial paralysis of a limb, or a 
particular set of mucles. In some, on the 
contrary, the movement is exalted, not 
diminished ; there are convulsions, cramps, 
&c. A singular perversion of this func- 
tion has also been more than once observed 


;}a8 a precursor of epilepsy. In one case, 


five minutes before each access, the pa- 
tient experienced an irresistible impulse 
to run forward. He did so with violence, 
and always fell down epileptic. Another 
was forced to turn round and round until he 
fell. Others, lastly, have singular and un- 
controllable laryngeal contractions, which 
produce the utterance of strange and sa- 
vage cries, which only cease when the 
access makes its onset. The intellect may 
also be troubled. For some days previous 
to the attack, the individual is pursued by 
gular sadness, di tent, and irascibility. 
The sleep is agitated, too; in some instances 
interrupted by fearful dreams, or totally 
suspended. The following symptoms are 
also noticed in particular cases; violent 
palpitations, pain of the stomach or 
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Before the access, the condition of the! This peculiar modification of sensibility 
patient presents no certain or uniform | is not, however, the sole forerunner which 
phenomena ; ee oaevane no pre-|is known to precede this malady in vari- 
monitory signs , the patient sud-|ous individuals. Some, for instance, la- 
denly falling in the fit as if thunder-}bour under intense cephalalgia, some un- 
struck. But, in other cases, there are | der pain of the kidneys, some under cuta- 
preceding symptoms which mark with| neous hyperesthesia, while others, on the 
sufficient accuracy the approaching pa-|contrary, experience diminished cutane- 
roxysm. They are very various is che-|ous seasibility. Not a few have singu- 
racter, but are especially the following:—/|lar hallucinations of taste, hearing, or 
Disordered cerebral functions in different | 
forms; signs of cerebral congestion, which 
occur for an uncertain time before the at- 
but a few seconds, some catieddeale one. winds, &c. ey fancy sometimes 
rience violent vertigo, and the eyes and face | they see different frightful objects. One 
become injected. In others there is a) patient, whose case is recorded, always, 
special modification of sensibility. The|just before the access, imagined himself 
patient, a short time before the access, is | attacked by a furious horse, and fell into 
taken with a peculiar pain, varying in in-|the fit just as the animal leaped before 
tensity, in some part of the body, or else/ him. In another singular case related by 
with a simple sensation of cold, or tickling, Tissot, the patient before each access be- 
in the same place. The site of these sen- lieved, he said, a coach and horses dash 
gg pcm scapulo-humeral articu- tions of the external senses; there 1s @ 
; but more commonly the smaller|degree of amaurosis, an incipient deaf- 
joints, the hands, the fingers, or a single | ness, an insensibility of the nasal mucous 
finger, are the points selected. The sen-|membrane to the ordinary stimuli. Thus, 
the approaching fit by the weak impres- 
and inner part of the thigh, the upper sion ‘the snuff makes on their olfactory 
fluenced ; certain persons experience a di- 
affording the symptom alluded to. In all} minution of their muscular force, amount- 
these cases it happens next, that this sen- 
sation extends itself to other parts of the 
body; generally, indeed almost without ex- | 
ception, from below upwards, and tending 
specially to two particular points—the 
heart and the brain; if it select the first, 
’ great palpitation and commotion ensue 
when the sensation reaches that organ 
when it reaches the brain. the patient| 
falls down immediately, devoid of sense, 
and continues unconscious of any further 
event till the paroxysm is over. The sen- 
sation constitutes the aura epileptica, as it 


3 


Taree, 


5 


swelled. In a 
the skin of the forehead became 
tumefied. Lastly, in others 
been noticed a swelling of the veins of 
hands and upper extremities. Such 


do exist, the period of their presence varies 
a few minutes to several days, 


The ptoms during the access are 
= considered, together with the 
: h 


frequently utters piercing and frightful 
cries. Sometimes, ve merely 
or per is completely silent. 

of motion sen- 
sation ensue. The intellectual organs and 
the functions of nutrition next suffer. 
Relative to the derangements of move- 
ment, much attention is required in order 
to distinguish this from a crowd of other 
to be in this access. In the 
first there is a tetanic stiffness, the head 
is drawn back, the eyes are open, there 
frequently is strabismus, the teeth are 
strongly impacted together, and the mouth 
is drawn aside, so far simulating an attack 
of tetanus ; the tongue, too, is often swollen, 
and all these phenomena occur simulta- 
neously ; other muscles also participate in 
the rigidity, those of the upper limbs are 
generally more affected than the lower. 
this lasts a very short time, and is 
over almost as soon as commenced. The 
second period is that of convulsion. The 
San, peoeal y fixed, becomes the seat of 
horri! grimaces, which, however, are 


* These highly expressive French terms are not 
susceptible of strict version into English. “ Com- 
” and “ incom »” afford the nearest ap- 

h to their me; w— Translator, 


RE 
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limited in character to five or six discerni- 
ble but indescribable 


injures, max- 
articulation. The limbs are, at 
the same time, convulsed. The anus ex- 


moved than the upper. 


the trunk and abdomen participate also in 
the convulsion, and thus deat. wbx be- 


scribed by M. Braschet of Lyons, as the 
epilepsie hermiplegique, some cases of which 
fell under his notice. These two peri 
last from one to twenty minutes ; they 
last much longer, indeed, death would be 
inevitable. The third period is charac- 
terised by muscular collapse; the force of 
the muscular system seems broken; it 
falls into complete prostration. This state 
lasts much longer than the others. 

From the commencement of the first of 
these periods up to the middle of the third, 
sensation is completely abolished. You 
may pinch, burn, or flay the patient with- 
out arousing consciousness, or causing 
pain. Vision, hearing, taste, and smell, in 
a word, all the senses disappear for the 
time. During the same period, the mani- 
festations are equally abolished. There is 
in short, a profound coma, from which the 
patient gradually arouses; he commences 
by opening his eyes, he looks at but does 
not recognise you, he is stupid, answers 
irrationally ; he is now tormented by a de- 
sire for rest; he entreats of to let him 
alone, to let him sleep. Permitted to 
sleep, he awakes irrational; sometimes, in- 
deed, reason resumes its operations with- 
out the intervention of sleep. In another 
variety, the epilepsie apoplectiforme, the 
coma persists for a long time, and often 
only terminates in death. 

During all these stages the circulating 

presents various phenomena. In 
the first, except where cerebral conges- 
tion forms a premonitory symptom, there 
is no remarkable sign of circulatory dis- 
turbance ; the face is pale, the pulse is 
natural, perhaps slower even than is usual, 
the arteries do not throb, the veins are 
not swollen. But when the second period 
commences, and the convulsions set in, 
then the symptoms of cerebral congestion 
also show themselves; the jugular veins 
are di the face is flushed and 
swollen. The capillary circulation often 
participates in the general disturbance, 


forms, eructations, prodi- 
4 |intensity from mere inordinate contrac- 
: ee tion, to a violence of action which endan- 
f redness and eruptions take place in differ- ee 
periences some ‘powerful shocks, seldom 
more than five or six in number. Con- 
‘ trary to what is seen in hysteria, the lower 
extremities are much less powerfully 
The muscles of 
the comes much embarrassed. in some rare 
are the various accidents which constitute cases the curious circumstance is wit- 
the of epilepsy in| nessed of these shocks and convulsions 
particular cases. In many, however, there| being confined to one side, a state de- 
from those of other diseases. According 
to the writings of Esquirol, Foville, and 
Calmet, the epileptic paroxysms present | 
these three varieties ;—the com-| 
plete (grand-mal,*) the incomplete (petit-| 
mal,*) and the absent. The grand-mal, or | 
the true epileptic paroxysm, may occur, | 
then, with or without proponieary symp- | 
toms: the patient falls down suddenly, and 
loses all consciousness of his situation ; he | 
| 
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and the skin of the neck and face becomes 
of a violet blue colour, as in the cholera, 
and sometimes even this shade overspreads 
the chest, the arms, or the whole body. 
Death in this state is not uncommon. Great 


period, it is very seriously impeded, owing | that has 


to the fixation of the respiratory mucles, 
and did this state continue long it would 
certainly cause death in this manner. Inthe 
second period the air arrives at the bron- 


chia, but irregularly, and is expelled with | i 


a considerable effort. In the third, the 
air rushes into the lungs with violence, 
the expiration is noisy and peculiar, giv- 
ing rise, too, to one of the characteristic | 
symptoms of epilepsy, namely, the puffing | 
out of the foam accumulated in the mouth. 
Excretion too is influenced, and the faces, 
urine, and semen, are often discharged in- 
voluntarily. The access altogether usually 
lasts from one to twenty minutes. Some 
authors have spoken of accesses prolonged 
from twenty-four to sixty-two hours; but 
these cases should, I have no doubt, be 
considered rather as series of paroxysms 
than otherwise. 

1 have already mentioned, that accord- 
ing to Foville, Calmet, and Esquirol, the 
epileptic access puts on three principal 
forms, the paatae (or the complete), 
the petit-mal (or the incomplete), and the 
absent. I have now described the first. 
Let us pass to the interesting circum- 
stances of the pelit-mal, The phenomena 
this presents are very curious, and may 

the grand-mal by several years. 
t is difficult to give a description of its 
characters, they are so changeable and in- 
constant. Generally speaking, the most 
frequent occurrence is loss of conscious- 
ness, The next most usual symptom is a 
slight stiffness or partial convulsion of 
some particular muscle, joint, or limb, a 
finger sometimes being the only part af- 
fected. This lasts but a minute or s0, 
and is then over; and there are none of 
the horrid symptoms which the complete 
paroxysm presents. In a second variety 
of the petit-mal there is no symptom but 
the loss of consciousness, and a degree of 
muscular collapse. The patient suddenly 
stops in the course of conversation, and 
sees not, hears not, cannot utter arti- 
culate sounds; the intellectual faculties 
are suspended, but the stiffness and con- 
vulsions are wanting, and he returns to 
himself without passing through any in- 
termediate stage of stupor or drowsiness. 
This variety constitutes the “ absence” of | 


the writers I have already cited. These! 


specting the mental functions, namely, 
their being occasionally much heightened 
after an access. But the contrary, the 

posite state of intellectual disturbance 

all its varieties, from the observation of a 
single faculty to the derangement of the 
entire, is much more frequently observed. 
The natural instincts and the senses may 
also be perverted; thus all the symptoms 
of hydrophobia have been known to suc- 
ceed an attack, and various hallucinations 
have also been observed in some cases. 
Some suffer unusual movements, and 
convulsive contractions for some days. 
Strabismus is also frequent. The case 
is described of a man of 32, who after 
an epileptic paroxysm remained in a 
state of hemiplegia for some days without 


any intellectual disorder. Some 

have had red spots over the tole eed 
many other occurrences have been noticed 
which it is unnecessary to mention here, 
In the interval, some are in perfect aps 
parent health, especially when the paroxe 
ysms are very distinct from each other. 
In some, again, the digestive organs re- 
main deranged; in some there is an ec- 
centricity of ideas, which often increases 
after each attack, until it terminates in 
complete insanity. 


EXCLUSION OF LIGHT TO PREVENT PITT« 
ING IN SMALL-POX. 


A number of patients under 
small-pox were admitted into the Charity 
Hospital, New Orleans, in 1830. 
were placed in separate apartments 
the window-shutters closed, and so con- 
trived, that while the air circulated freely, 
the sun’s light might be wholly excluded. 
The usual treatment was then adopted, in 
darkness, and the result was, that, when 
discharged, not one of the patients ex- 
hibited a pit or mark on the body, the pro- 
gress of the disease being greatly amelio- 
rated by the plan. The experiment was re- 
peated with equal success.— American Jour, 
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| three forms rarely exist alone, but they 
are generally combined in the same pa- 
|tient. The first or the “ complete” pa- 
lroxysm is that which is most usually 
| isolated; the second or third almost in- 

palpitations usually accompany this state, variably accompanies the first.' 
the heart acting with greatly increased| The symptoms after the access next re« 
power and velocity, The modifications of| quire notice. The first is one never want- 
the respiration are also important dur-/ ing, and is common to all the forms of the 
ing the access. In its first or tetanic| malady; it is that of forgetfulness of all 
passed during the paroxysm, a 
circumstance which may well be called 
| astonishing when we remember the fearful 
| violence that paroxysm so often exhibits. 
Fatigue is also a very constant effect, and 
s readily explained. A most singular 
circumstance is sometimes witnessed re- 


ANALYSIS OF THE BLOOD IN. 
PHTHISIS PULMONALIS; 


Its Treatment with Sulphuric Acid and Digi- 
talis, and Muriate and Carbonate of Soda ; 
And on Free Carbon in Arterial Blood, 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Sin,—Continuing my narrative of ex- 
pana upon the vital fluid, I trust that 

shall be excused, should any errors of 
diction, or ambiguity of expression, occur. 
In my opinion medical practitioners should 
readily find pardon for such trivial errors, 
at least from their compeers, when we re- 
flect on the anxiety and care with which 
they are constantly occupied in the dis- 
charge of their professional duties. 


Upon the 31st of July last, I was called 
to visit the coachman of one of my friends, 
who had formerly experienced several at- 
tacks of hemoptysis and cough, though 
the expectoration was frothy, and in small 
quantity. He informed me that he gene- 
rally reduced in strength by such at- 
tacks. He had lost several of his relations 
from phthisis pulmonalis. 

At the above-mentioned date, I found 
his respirations to be thirty-eight, and his 
pulse ninety-five per minute. On using 
the stethoscope at the bottom of the ster- 
num, at the epigastrium, and below the 
left clavicle, I discovered that the pulsa- 
tions of the heart were distinct. In using 
this valuable instrument to ascertain the 
state of the respiration, I found that the 
respiratory sound was louder towards the 
lower portions of the lungs, by reason of 
the direct obstacle to the circulation of 
the air in those parts of the lungs. The 
bowels were not bound, nor had the dis- 
ease made such progress as to be remark- 
able to non-medical observers, with the 
exception of the hurried respiration when 
using more than his accustomed exertion. 
Any medical man, of ordinary talents and 
experience, could have detected the “ fons 
origo mali,”—viz. tubercles of the 
ungs. 


This appeared to me to be one of the 
best of cases for ascertaining the nature of 
the blood in tubercular lungs; for the pa- 
tient lived in comfort, and was indulged 
to his heart's content. I had known him 
for several years, and was satisfied that 
none of the tubercles had been wasted by 
discharge from the mouth; besides, the 
aie was in his 25th year, and every 

ility was afforded to me for my investi- 
gation of the blood, 


DR. CLANNY ON THE BLOOD IN, AND 


I directed twenty ounces of blood to be 
taken from the arm of this patient, in 
vacuo, two ounces of which were imme- 
diately submitted to analysis. To the eye 
this blood exhibited nothing worthy of 
particular remark. Fourteen ounces con- 
tained one cubic inch of free carbonic 


acid gas. 
The following results were obtained :— 
Albumen coagulated at 160° 95 
Colouring 61 
Free carbon 
Fibrin pressed and dried in the 19 
ETE 
Salts and animal VE «+ 5 
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I candidly acknowledge, that from hav- 
ing found such excess of salts in the case 
of noli me tangere, not long ago recorded in 
the pages of Tuk Lancet, and considering 
the melting down, as it were, of the nose, 
to bear great similitude to the melting 
down of the lungs in tubercular phthisis 
pulmonalis, I to find excess of 
salts in the case just detailed. I kept a 
strict look-out for a case of a similar de- 
scription, in order to discover whether a 
deficiency of salts might be considered as 
a prominent symptom in this most ob- 
scure and untoward di and I re- 
ceived the following case, which is just in 

it :— 

On the 11th of this month (March), 
Richard Bird, a sailor, a native of Lowe- 


which he was bled at the arm, and had 
used several medicines. At this moment 
his respiration is thirty-five, and his pulse 
one hundred and five minute. The 
pulse is soft and feeble; his cheek is tinted 
with a hectic flush, and a gentle perspira- 
tion bedews the forehead; the bowels are 
generally regular; the respiration becomes 
hurried on his walking Tr or on 


Vv fine-looking young man, though he 
reports that he has fallen off in strength 
and flesh. 


ces 


Ge 
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stoff, wt. 24, became my dispensary pa- 
|tient. This young man had experienced 
two or three attacks of hemoptysis, for 
plains of languor, and reports that fre- 
|quently he has transient pains of the 
ia when he has to climb the shrouds 
of the — He has never been troubled 
|with purulent expectoration. He is (as 
well as the above-mentioned coachman) a 
| The stethoscope, ceteris paribus, gives 
| me similar impressions to those which I 
observed in the case of the coachman. In 
|a word, this young man has every symp- 
tom of tubercles of the lungs, and he re- 
ports that his mother died of this disease. 


I directed * ounces of blood to 
be taken from his arm ; it was, in appear- 
ance, healthy. 


tained 1.44 cubic inch of free carbonic 
acid gas. The following were the results 


of the analysis of this blood :— 

Albumen coagulated at 160°... 89 
Colouring matter.............. 
31 
Fibrin oes and dried in the 18 

1000 


the results of these ana- 
2 nd a wonderful similarity as to 
constituents of the blood of these | 
me men.. The deficiency of salts, in 
cases, is most remarkable. 

Some ago I learnt, from the valu-— 
able interesting experiments of the 
enlightened Dr. Orfila of Paris, that so far | 
from vegetable or mineral acids destroying 
the soporific virtues of opium and its seve- 
ral canadien mn as formerly generally 


em effect was produced | 
pa them oo at or soon after the| 


administration of opium under an — 
Many years ago I put this to t 
experimen 


of t, and, in my opinion, ‘M. 
Orfila is correct. Knowing the 
virtues of acidum sulphuricum dilutum, and 
also of digitalis purpurea, in phthisis pulmo- 
nalis, I resolved to try these valuable re- 
medies in all stages of this formidable dis- 
ease, and the following is the formula 
which I devised many years ago, and con- 


tinue to employ in this disease :— 
R Tincture digitalis, et 
Acidi sulphurici diluti, aa seme 


am; misce; fiant gutter, 

quarum sumat guttas viginti ter 

ih die e cochlearis quinque aque 
communis. 

In some instances I order a daily in- 
crease of the dose, one drop; in others 
two drops, till 70, 80, 90, or 100 drops be 
the maximum dose of these compound 
drops. In some cases I direct double the 
quantity of the tincture, and vice versa, re- 
perspiration or i presence of col- 


or diarrhea, quick- 
ness of pulse, debility or ex- 
of the system. 

Ihave always found that these two esti- 
mable have their virtues in- 
creased when I employ them in this man- 
ner, and the same is well known to many 

men in this place, who are in 


* Sic in MS.—Ep. L. 


TREATMENT OF, PHTHISIS.—FREE CARBON IN BLOOD. 


the habit of following this plan of treat- 
ment in consumption of the lungs. 

From what I have just stated, we are 
now, I humbly conceive, compelled to take 
into-consideration how far we may attempt 
to coax the blood (if 1 may be permitted 
the term) to take in a proper and propor- 
tionate supply of salts in phthisis pulmo- 
nalis, and whether such attempt would be 
followed by all we desire to accomplish. 

In this disease we generally find, that 
digestion and assimilation are seldom to be 
complained of, and therefore we are not to 
be afraid that, on using considerable por- 
tions of common salt and carbonate of soda, 
we shall be attempting what nature denies, 
as in typhus fever, or any other species of 
fever in which we find that the powers of 
digestion and assimilation are suspended 
for the time being. 

I need scarcely remark to your enlight- 
ened readers, that other appropriate reme- 
dial measures, so as not to interfere with 
the due administration of these 
ought to be employed at the same time, 
subduing this untoward disease. In my 
present train of investigation, I hope “ ere 
long,” to be enabled, through the pages of 
Tue Lancet, to throw some glimpses of 
light upon the proximate cause of phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

Bonner, of whose case I gave some ac- 
count in Tar Lancer for the 3rd of No- 
vember last, applied at the Dispensary on 
the 7th of this month (March) for my ad- 
vice. I found that he had experienced a 
return of the symptoms, of which I made 
mention formerly, and was materially re- 
lieved by venesection on the 18th of June 
last. Your readers will remember, that in 
the venous blood taken at that time, I 
found 32 per thousand of free carbon. I 
now directed the temporal artery to be 
opened, and Mr. Penman abstracted eight 
ounces of arterial blood. 

I submitted this blood to the process for 
extracting the free carbon, as formerly de- 
tailed in the case of the same individual 
recorded in the pages of Tar Lancer. 
This renders the affair more interesting. 
Though these experiments occupied me 
three hours, with all the care and atten- 
tion I could bestow, I could obtain onl 
two grains of free carbon per y amt 
From this we find, that arterial blood con- 
tains only a small proportion of free car- 
bon, which we may suppose to be left in 
the blood for contingencies after pulmo- 
nary circulation. How wonderful the pro- 
visions afforded by such arrangement! 

In the same week Mary Thompson, 
wtat. 45, widow, had blood to the extent of 
twenty ounces abstracted from the tempo- 
ral artery, for excess of blood in the head. 
1 found on analysis, that this arterial blood 
contained three per thousand of free carbon. 


These fourteen* ounces of blood con 
| 


most obedient servant, 
W. Cianny. 


Sunderland, March 30th, 1833. 


CASES 
ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE SANATIVE 
EFFECTS OF THE 
HYDROCYANIC ACID. 
By Ricuarp Lanyon, M.D., Lostwithiel. 


THE oo in the eleventh 
volume of Tat Lancer (page 588), that 
pectoral diseases 


that I trust no apology will be re- 
for my calling attention to the re- 
ence in the use of this 


El 
fal 


gastrodynia. From a minim anda 


minims of the hydrocyanic 


d the preceding, excepting that 
weakness and sinking at the scrobicu- | M 
cordis were excessive, was treated just 

successfully with the acid, and in similar 


Case 3.—A lady who had suffered much 
from inanition, arising out of an attack of 
menorrhagia rubra, was suddenly seized 
with pain at the scrobiculus cordis, shoot- 
ing to the back and shoulders. Tongue 
moist, but having a white fur, vitiated 
taste, nausea, flatulence, and bowels dis- 
posed to constipation. Without attending 

to the state of the bowels, she was directed 

to take a minim of the acid a eight 
and with complete 


strained by the usual means. ~ pale and 
emaciated, with occasional hectic flushes. 
No dyspnoea at any time, but has a dry 
cough, occasioned by a titillation refera- 
ble toa just above the pit of the sto- 
mach. Has had pain atthe precordia, but 
that has disappeared ; inspires freely and 
fully, without cough ; tongue dry, with a 
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4 were very effectually re- 
¥ ive Byte this method of treatment. I re- 


i 


+ 


j 
E 


and muscular power much improved ; 
well last night, and has coughed but 


both noted its vermifuge tendency, but 
the kind which has 
6.—A man tem: 
ment had an attack Secs rheumatism, 
with threatened retrocession to the chest. 
The usual means overcame this disposition, 
but left a cough, so that 
he could not lie in bed nor take any rest. 
ucous expectoration, streaked with 3 
~ 70 and calm. Digitalis, cole 
and various means, were ineffectually had 
recourse to; I therefore determined to 
the effect of the hydrocyanic acid. A. 
mj, terdedie. The next day he is report- 
ed as much the same. K Acidi hydrocyanici 
Aque 3yvj, Mf.; two dessertspoon- 
every eight hours. After ,this, the 
paroxysms became less frequent and less 
severe. The dose was now raised to two 
minims, and the cough soon subsided. 

Case 7.—A woman, whose 
urinary organs been deranged for 
many months, and whose case had been 
mistaken for carcinoma uteri, had, 
other symptoms, a very obstinate 
at the hour of rest, when getting into the 
horizontal position, but during the day she 
was free from this troublesome com 
A minim of the acid taken several — 
in succession, half an hour before hed- 
time, relieved her anently. 

Case 8.—A female, xtat. 36, far advanced 
in utero-gestation of her first child, was 
afflicted with very distressing palpitatio 
cordis, and it had existed several 


although 
months, and had of late become much ag- 


| net pensation od nights sleaze 
well generally ; appetite good; pulse 
I did not hesitate to 
4. H. thes ter de die 
Sr that she had taken 
passed a 
‘ the third 
since yesterday. Pergat.” From a 
time the tongue gradually cleansed, and 
convalescence was soon established. 

Case 5.—A child, fifteen months old, the 
subject of acute bronchitis, had, subse- 
quently a troublesome dry cough. The 

eighth ofa drop acid every 
eight hours removed the cough, and was 
followed by the expulsion of several lum- 
brici. I am not prepared to say on the 
has been much overrated, and, in conse-| authority of a single case, that the acid 
quence, has fallen into disrepute, and/| possesses unequivocal enthelmintic pro- 
almost disuse, so entirely agrees with my | perties, although Professor Brera extols it 
as possessing such properties. Dr. Brown 
Langrish, in his experiments with the 
lauro-cerassus, and Dr. Elliotson, have 
medy. | 
as 
doses. 
. 4.—A very delicate girl, between 
twelve and thirteen years of age, much | 
disposed to phthisiz, whose mother died of 
that disease, was suddenly attacked with 


Case 9. 
bourer, zt. 
phthisis, but a few months before, had 

in in bg be side of the thorax, with 
drypn, dry cough on i 

night perspirations, not however 
excess. He had more than once been 


peatedly purged 
and blistered, with only temporary relief to 
the cough. From a minim to a minim 
and of the acid, three times a day, 
completely restored him. 

Case 10.—A very delicate child, aged 
eleven months, having been dangerously 
ill twice before with inflammatory symp- 
toms about the | has had its breath- 
ing much oppressed, with pyrexia in con- 
sequence of the sudden disappearance of 
the subeolar eruption. The most fearful 
symptoms having been removed, there 
now remained only a distressing cough. 
A. H. m } octava quaque hora. Four doses 
produced alleviation, but pyrexial symp- 


toms supervening, recourse was obliged to | p 


be had to other means. After the fever 
had subsided, the acid was again resumed 
as before, and the cough soon disappeared. 

Case 11.—A servant girl, who had been 
constantly habituated to going her errands 
without the head being sufficiently pro- 
tected, contracted an exceedingly harass- 
ing spasmodic cough. By day it became 
much mitigated, but at night, immediately 
as she obtained the horizontal position, a 
paroxysm commenced, and was usually 
protracted, with but slight intermission, 
until the morning. No expectoration or 
dyspnea. A. H. yy j terde die. It so hap- 
pened, that the first dose was taken just 

fore bed-time, which procured her much 
tranquillity, although paroxysms, dimi- 
nished in violence, still supervened. The 
next day she vered with her medi- 
cine, with a minim and half at night, and 
she had, in consequence, uninterrupted 
sound sleep. A. H. miss ter de die. The 
complaint was removed by two or three 
additional doses. 


Case 12.—M. D. had been suffered to| had 


proceed to her nineteenth, year, without 
obtaining medical assistance, for emansio 
mensium. She had hitherto enjoyed good 
health, but her parents now became 
alarmed by her complaining of pain in 
the left side of the chest, with a trouble- 
some cough and dyspnea. As it was not 
convenient to institute general bleeding at 
the moment, I determined to try what in- 
fluence the hydrocyanic acid would have 
over the cough. Tongue dry and white. 


A. H. Wj ter de die. Three or four doses 
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benefit, but as I could not hope thus to 
overcome'the inthe side, and the 
neea, general bleeding was instituted. 
sequently the cough returned. A. H. mj 
ter de die. The cough became less - 
vated after four} doses had been taken. 
Tongue dry, with a white fur and depraved 
taste. . The next day it was found 
that the sweet taste was removed, the 
tongue was moist, with less fur, the spirits 
were much improved, and the cough had 
entirely subsided. 

Case 13.—A lady of full habit, much dis- 

ed to pneumonic inflammation, was, dur- 
ing one of her attacks, much distressed 
by excessive nausea. Her bowels had been 
moved, but had not been sufficiently acted 
upon; a dose of croton oil was therefore 
judged necessary, which was no sooner 
swallowed than returned. Another dose 
was administered, with a minim and half 
of hydrocyanic acid, and remained on the 
stowach. Two or three days after, 
nausea having subsided, minute doses 
pecacuanha were considered necessary, 
for the double purpose of lowering the 
ulse, and promoting expectoration. It 
was exhibited once only, as it produced 
violent emesis. A minim of hy 
acid tranquillized the stomach, after it had 
been administered a few minutes, and my 
patient slept profoundly several hours. 
This is one among many instances which 
have occurred to me of the irritability of 
the stomach having been thus restrained. 

Case 14.—A stout child, et. years, 
the subject of rubeola. The exanthem 
and fever on the decline ; considerable dry 
cough. A. H. NLjss ter de die. Owing to 
the negligence of the mother, the bowels 
had not been moved for two days. A pur- 
gative was given, but without success, not- 
withstanding which the cough became less 
troublesome, and totally subsided after a 
few additional doses. 

The histories of many other cases are in 
my possession, but I have selected those 
above related, lest relief might in some 
measure be attributed to the means used 
in conjunction with the acid. It may be 
proper to remark, that the a 


ANTI-HEMORRHAGIC EFFECTS OF THE 
SECALE CORNUTUM IN THE MALE. 


It is with much T communicate 
to the readers of Tuk Lancer the ae apt 
ing important case, more especi as 
examples of the kind have seldom hen 
published. 


were attended with the most marked 


J.C. wtat. 40, of lymphatic temperament, 
and long the subject ot dete, was, in the 


= 
vated, a minim of acid 
removed it in two or| 
three days. 
Scheele’s strength. 
— 
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beginning of last month, attacked with a 
very aggravating cough, sputa of a mucous 
character, 


strychnine usually succeeds in removing 


, occasionally muco- purulent,|the disease. Even in cases evidently de- 


with an alarming quantity of venous blood! pending upon 


organic lesion, when ad- 


intermingled; no pyrexia. Means usually | ministered in small doses, it scarcely ever 


resorted to on such occasions having been 


| fails to benefit the patient. I have now a 


tried unavailingly, recourse was had to the case of spinal disease, attended with the 


ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF 
STRYCHNINE, 


NEURALGIA, PERIODICAL HEADACH, 
AMENORRHGA, AND HYSTERIA. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
Srr,—I have lately tried the strychnine 
as a remedy in some diseases in which it 
had not been previously employed, and 
should you think the result of my inquiries 
of sufficient importance to occupy a place 
in useful journal, it will ify me. 
first complaint in which I used this 


cases the pain was not subdued until the 
patient was placed under the influence of 
the strychnine a second and third time, 
and in others. no relief followed its ex- 


hibition, the complaint ap ng rather 
to be aggravated p= relieved. It is, 
therefore, a matter t im to 
distinguish those which the 
cine may be usefully employed from those 
where it is of no avail, or is prejudicial. 
As for an my eupestance goes, the cirome- 
stances which appear to contra-indicate its 
employment, are, pain on pressure over 
any limited portion of the spine, attended 


with a quick pulse, and other febrile symp- | 


pains of neuralgia, which has ex- 


moved by the strychnine, until its more 
powerful effects begin toappear. It is then 
withdrawn for a period, and always re- 
sumed at the earnest request of the 

The chnine has also ved bene- 
ficial in class of i headach, 
which cannot be traced to any 
disease, but where the sufferings the 


y 
The patients (usually females) lose not 
of plumpness, and the pulse 


tremely useful in amenorrhea and dysme- 
norrhea, but as 
opposite states system, some 
proper cases its em t. Asa 
general rule, it is tents 
remedies, and especially electricity, are 
likely to prove beneficial. As in 
the rst effect of the remedy is to caim the 


In hysteria this remedy rouses the patient 
more effectually than any other rem 
with which I am acquainted. In one case 
where the hysterical followed 
each other in rapid and -where 
leeching and cupping over the cerebellum, 
with the usual anti-hysteric remedies, had 
been employed unsuccessfully, the patient 
was roused, almost immediately, by a full 
dose of the strychnine. The fits did not re- 
turn, and the torpid state which had lasted 
many days was removed in a few hours. 
The doses which I have employed in the 
cure of the above complaints are, in neu- 


ralgia and amenorrhea gr. 4 of the extract 
to gr. § twice a day. In chronic spinal 


di 
I 
th 
~ di 
ill 
: secale cornutum, ten grains of which were darting d 
ordered every six hours, and with the most isted for upwards of nine years, in which t w 
 gomplete success. R. Laxron, M.D. | most distressing symptoms are always re- 
Lostwithiel, April 3, 1833. | as 
IN 
a patient are excessively severe. Every P 
practitioner must have seen this complaint, 
which frequently continues, year after 
year, unmitigated by the host of remedies 
tongue are not altered from their natural 
|state. Although 1 have not succeeded in 
uralgia, mploymen its severity has 
was suggested to me observing the strychnine 
effect which it on a paralysed ‘] have likewise found this medicine ex- 
limb, in which were present at the same | 
time pains very similar to those of neu- 
of neuralgia, which came under my care at 
the City Dispensary, and which had re-| 
sisted the usual remedies. Its first effect | 
was to tranquillize the patient, and to! 
render the wee much less | - 
poignant. t y» the peculiar | companies these complaints ; then follow its 
action of the strychnine on the system be- specific effects ; and it is remarkable that, 
gan to manifest itself; the muscles con-|in most instances, the twitchings were 
tracted strongly and painfully; this was| chiefly felt over the sacrum and pubis, ac- 
succeeded by intervals of relief, both from | companied with a bearing-down sensation. 
the pains occasioned by the remedy, and|In two cases the catamenia appeared as 
those of the disease. The medicine was|soon as the patient was once under the 
then gradually withdrawn, and the neu-! influence of the strychnine. 
ralgic pains did not re-appear. In some! 
fu 


disease, where the object is to calm the 
sufferings of the patient, gr. 
In hysteria, where it is to rouse 
the patient, I ordered j gr. three times a 
day, at the commencement. 

may add, that I have never seen any 
ill effect produced by its employment, nor 
do I believe that it requires such strict 
watching as it is usual to inculcate. On the 


R. Rowxanp, M.D. 
69, Fenchurch-street, 4th April, 1833. 


AN EXPOSITION 
OF THE 
PRINCIPAL POINTS OF DISSIMILARITY 
WHICH EXIST BEIWEEN THE PAPERS OF 


DRS. LAUTH LEE. 
To the Editor ef Tax Lancer. 

Srr,—As an act of justice to one who 
had been falsely accused of a want of lite- 
rary integrity, I requested you to do me 
the favour to reprint my paper on the 
placenta from the Philosophical Transactions 
along with the translation of Dr. Lauth’s, 
that the readers of your might not 
be misled by perverted statements and 
erroneous itions of my views, and 
that they might have it in their power to 
compare our essays together, and thus be 
enabled to draw correct conclusions as to 
the similarity of the statements they con- 
tain.* Had you complied with this appa- 
rently reasonable request, every unpre- 
judiced reader would at once have disco- 
vered, that if there are points in which 
Dr. Lauth and I coincide, respecting the 
anatomical relations of the placenta and 
uterus (which kind of coincidences alwa, 
has, and ever will, exist, between two indi- 
viduals who give a description of the same 
object which they have both examined), 
there are likewise numerous points of dis- 
similarity, which clearly prove that we 
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twice a day. | i 


diately discovered, that in the whole course 
of my paper there was not the most remote 
allusion made to lymphatics in the pla- 
centa, or the nutrition of the fetus in 
utero; and that the grand object I had in 
view in all my researches, was to deter- 
mine the pathology of uterine hemorrhage, 
and to discover the origin and the causes 
of inflammation of the uterine veins. The 
descriptions, the reasoning, and the infe- 
rences, have so little in common, that I 
feel convinced every impartial reader who 
peruses the entire essays instead of the 
picked chosen sentences, forced into un- 
natural approximation in Dr. Granville’s 
parallel, will come to the conclusion, that 
‘ the charges preferred against me of having 
| borrowed from Dr. Lauth without acknow- 
ledgment, are utterly destitute of truth. 

The author of the parallel between Dr. 
Lauth’s paper and mine,* has laboured 
with the most Jesuitical ingenuity, to trace 
the points of resemblance between us 
wherever they could be detected, and to 
create resemblances where they did not 
actually exist, while he has not had the 
candour to point out the many important 
circumstances in which we entirely differ 
from one another in our views. I might 
quote many from the parallel in 
proof of the truth of this assertion; but the 
following will suffice to show, that its 
framer was much more eager on this occa- 
sion to support his unfounded accusation 
against me by any means, however unfair, 
and to transfer the honours which I had 
received from the Royal Society to himself 
and the foreign professor, than to discover 
the truth, and to allot to each author his 
due share of credit. 


No such request was ever received by us. 
of the paper appeared in No, 46] 


A 
Dr. Granville’s Parallel. 


Cc 
“ If we inject the placental vessels,” says 
Professor Lauth, “ Pas un atome de ma- 
tiére a injection ne pénétre dans les vais- 
seaux de la membrane caduque (qui re- 


* I de not refer to the parallel which appeared 
in the Quarteriy Review, but to the poralles which 


Dr. Granville published in Tue Lancer, 
Dr. Lee's Remark. 


Cc 
“Dr. Robert Lee examines the injected 
uterus of Mr. Hunter, instead of referring 
to any experiments of his own, and alludes 
to the injections made by the two great 


couvre le ta), et il ne s’en échappe English physiologists, as well as by Noort- 
rien non au dehors, 4 moins que la Wich, Rederer, &c. and says, “The lacera- 
violence qu’on a employé 
déchirure,”—p. “7. 


n’ait produit une tion of the deciduous membrane followed 


the artificial process (that of injecting 
fluids) as well as the formation of deposits 
in the vascular structure of the placenta.” 


77 
have pursued our investigations wholly 
ndependent of each other, and that the 
two rs were written with objects as 
widely different as it is possible to ima- 

sine. It would have been seen, that the 
sole purpose of Dr. Lauth was to prove 
|that lymphatics proceed from the pla- 
centa to the uterus for the nutrition of the 
feetus; and it would also have been imme- 
contrary, I have found it as manageable 
as any other powerful remedy. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


am referring solely to the appearances 
by injection of the uterine vessels. 
part e the 


“ At that part of the surface of the ute- 
rus to which the placenta has been adhe- 


they r ble a 


ble valvular aperture. 
Over these openings in the inner mem- 
brane of the uterus, the placenta, covered 
by deciduous membrane, is directly 


wn. 


pil 


openings in the lining memb 
uterus, from which the b 
uterine , and in which inflam- 


placenta were such as it has been 
sented by Dr. Lauth, flooding could never 
occur, except as a consequence of a lacera- 
tion of the membrane of the uterus. 


and closes them in such a manner, 


that the maternal blood, as it flows in the uterine sinuses, cannot possibly escape 
either into the cavity of the uterus, or into the substance of the placenta. When air 
is forcibly thrown either into the spermatic arteries or veins, the whole inner mem- 
brane of the uterus is raised by it; but none of the air passes across the deciduous 


membrane into the placenta, nor does it 


from the semilunar openings in the 


lining membrane of the uterus, until the attachment of the deciduous membrane to 


the uterus is destroyed. 
as with these valvular 


There are no openings in the deciduous membrane corre- 
apertures now described in the internal membrane of 
uterus. If a placenta be examined w 


hich has recently been separated from the 


uterus in natural labour, without any artificial force having been employed, its sur- 


face will be found uniformly smooth, and 
which could not be the case did any large vessels 


covered with the deciduous membrane, 
connect it with the uterus. The 


placenta, in a great majority of cases, is also detached from the uterus after labour 


with the least imaginable force; which would be i 
bloodvessels possessing the ordinary strength 


ible, if a union by large 
of arte and veins actually existed. 


Besides, a vascular connexion of such a kind would be likely to give rise in every 


case, to dangerous hemorrhage subsequent 


to parturition, a not in ac- 


cordance with daily experience.”—Phil. Trans. p. 61. 


No writer, either in this country‘or on 
the continent, as far as I have been able 
to ascertain, before the publication of my 
paper in the Philosophical Transactions, had 


described these great openings in the |: 


proceeds from rupture of great 


placenta, a free communication is esta- 
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78 DR. LEE’S REPLY TO THE 
: The preceding passage from the parallel, | his accusations, or rather his miserable 
like many others in it, affords an example | insinuations, for his vy + wren ~q 
of the most gross ignorance of the facts, | cusations were publicly Dr. 
or inattention to the facts, or of a wilful | Lauth and I are referring in these 
misrepresentation of the truth. Dr. Lauth | passages, to systems of bloodvessel 
is describing the effects of injections 

thrown into the umbilical vessels, while 1 | 
a fested hy its concoctor. 

e or umbilical vessels; and it is to injections | As the points of resemblance between 
of the bloodvessels of the uterus that the | Dr. Lauth’s and mine have already 
Hunters, Noortwich, &c., invariably refer, hoon tonaed Gb sufficient care, I will now 
when it is stated, “ that the laceration | give a short el of the points wherein 
of the deciduous membrane followed the | our papers } veces The following de- 
artificial process.” scription of the anatomical structure of 

Surely the author of the parallel must | the lining membrane of the gravid uterus 
have been hard driven for points of resem-| where the placenta adheres, will at once 
blance, when he was compelled to select | exhibit in a 
such passages as the preceding to support | milarity which exists between 

Dr, Lee. Dr. Lauth, 

thing ond alk to this description; there 

rent, there are observable a great number is not a word said respecting the great 

of openings leading obliquely through the 

inner membranes of the uterus, and large 

enough to admit the point of the little- 

finger ; their edges are perfectly smooth, mation of the veins usually commences. 

and present not the slightest appearance If the connexion between the uterus and 

of having been lacerated by the removal 

a semilunar or elliptical form, and in others 
ied, 

| 

blished between the cavity of the organ, 
and the uterine sinuses containing the 
maternal blood. At the time my paper 

ppeared, it was almost universally yo 
by the decidua d n the of this country, t 
closed e ua during pregnancy,|the flow of blood in uterine hemorr' 
and by which, after the removal ‘of 
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formed by sage an chk gravid uteri in the 


The author of the parallel affirms that 
T can lay no claim to this discovery, inas- 
much as I have represented it by a draw-| asserts, that Dr, Lauth and I have made 
ing taken from one of those predecessors | the same iments in support of our 
With whet acottacy I had) views; this not the fact. Dr. Lauth 

consulted, it wi found that he had no i t injecting ilica 
idea whatever that these were natural ae oe throw no light on the 


openings which he observed in the lining} subject, whilst it will be found that I 
membrane of the uterus, for the reference have— 


and veins, which must have passed across 
ex RUPTURA membrane interne nate.” the decidua into cells, if these actually 
The following passage from the same| existed, and if there were the large com- 
author, still more clearly proves that} munications described by the Hunters. 
Reederer did not consider these as natural; Secondly; That I have examined the 
apertures in the lining membrane of the} parts under water with Mr. Owen, under 
uterus, but as produced by its laceration. | circumstances which would have displayed 
“ Descripta phenomena ita enplico. Quan-| bloodvessels or lymphatics passing from 
do ceracea materia vene replentur, in in-| the uterus to the placenta, if any such exist. 
timos ramos hec penetrat, a Thirdly; That I examined the prepara- 
passim parietibus contra duriusculum pla-| tions of the gravid uterus, existing in the 
centz us pulsis, laceratisque, in spon-| Hunterian collections, from which it ap 
giosam p tz substantiam materies| peared that the injection had made its 
effunditur. Copiosores profecto ille aper-| way ‘into the placenta by a laceration of 
ture essent, si prius adfuissent. Illis porro| the decidua covering the openings in the 
sedibus, ubi in spongiosam placentz (sub- | lining membrane of the uterus. 
stantiam materies fluxit, facta pressione;} Dr. Lauth does not appear to have ex- 
et aucto contacte, firmior placenta utero| amined the relations of the placenta and 
adheret et quasi nunc agglutinatur ceracea | uterus by passing air into the uterine ves- 
materie; quare dum separatur pla-| sels, nor by dissection under water, nor 
centa, evenit, ut aliis in sedibus tenerior| has he made any allusion to the works of 
membrana uteri interna passim LACERATUR | Noortwych, Reederer, Haller, Monro, the 
sic que aperture quadam irregulares in| Hunters, or any of the other authors 
ipsis vasorum ibus et simulacra val-| whom I have quoted. 
vularum oriantur laceris, dependentibus,”| The following general conclusions, which 
&ec.* Dr. Lauth and I have drawn from our re- 
Another object which I had in view, in| spective observations, will, if possible, ex- 
my paper, was to detail experiments per-| hibit in a still more striking point of view 
the difference which exists in ~~ opi- 
* Reederer—“ Icones Uteri Humani.”” Gotting.| nions respecting the structure, connexions, 
1758, p. 23. and functions, of the human placenta :— 


Dr. Lee's General Conclusions. —“ The Dr. Lauth’s General Conclusions. —“ We 
facts which have now been stated, war- see then, in recapitulation, that the union 
rant, I think, the conclusion that the hu- of the placenta with the uterus is by means 
man placenta does not consist of two of vessels which are not bloodvessels, but 
parts, maternal and fetal, that no ceils which present all the characters of lym- 
exist in its substance, and that there is no phaties, that the function which now occu- 
communication between the uterus and pies our attention, is the true action of 
placenta by large arteries and veins. absorption; that this absorption cannot 

“The whole of the blood sent to the be executed by means of veins, but that 
uterus by the spermatic and hypogastric venous absorption, if it do exist, is only 
arteries, except the small portion supplied accomplished by transudation, and in con- 
to its parietes, and to the membrana de- sequence thisfunction ought to be perform- 
cidua, the inner membrane of the ed by the vessels which we have described, 
uterus, into the uterine veins or because it is only vessels of the order of 
lymphatics which are capable of modify- 
is returned into the general circu- ing the blood of the mother in a manner 
of the mother by the spermatic and so as to accommodate it to the wants of 


which had 
— and 
for a period of more than forty years| performed by others, to prove that cells 
before, called in question the accuracy of| do not exist in the placenta, and that there 
the Hunterian doctrines. is no communication between the uterus 
HaKes tO 1 Dgure 18 as OLLOWS irst.; orced air into the uterine arteries 


changes take place in the foetal blood must 
result from the indirect exposure of this 
fluid, as it circulates through the 


No allusion is to be found in my paper 
to lymphatic vessels in the placenta, and 
it is probable, if they actually existed, that 
Mr. Owen and myself would have detected 
them while examining the relations of the 

ta and uterus under water. 

It thus appears, that though Dr. Lauth 
and I agree in denying the existence of a 
communication by great bloodvessels be- 
tween the uterus and placenta, that Dr. 
Lauth contends for the existence of acom- 
munication by means of lymphatics, while 
I deny the existence of them altogether, 
and have proved that those vessels which 
he considers as lymphatics, are, in reality, 
minute arteries. 

From a perusal of the concluding part 
of the parallel in Tar Lancet, one would 
suppose that the Strasburg professor was 
the first to describe lymphatics in the pla- 
centa for the nutrition of the foetus. is, 
however, is by no means the case, for it 
will be found, on consulting a paper on 
the placenta, published by Schregger in 
1799,* pointed out tome by Mr. North, 
that he described lymphatics as entering 
into the composition of the organ, and 
that before him many writers—viz. Need- 
ham, Everhard, Pascoli, Roslin, Michaelis, 
Wrisherg, Uttini, and others, had taught 
the same doctrine. Meckel, Lobstein, 


* “De Funct. Pilacent. Uter.”—Epist. ad J, T 
Soemmering, 1799. 


Lobstein in 1802. 

“ Déja la disposition des parties, telle 
qu’on la décrit, n’est pas conforme a l'ex- 
acte vérité; car si l'on veut (tre de bon 
compte, il faut avouer qu’on ne trouve pas 
dans le placenta a terme, et dans ceux des 
derniers mois de la grossesse, uxe partie 
Setale et une autre utérine, ainsi qu'on les 
rencontre dans les animaux qui ont des 
cotyledons. Ce que !’on trouve, c’est que 
tout le placenta peut étre injecté en entier 
au du foetus: c'est qu’ injecté du cété 
de la matrice, on n’observe que quelques 
artéres trés flexuenses’ et des sinus 
veineux ; le reste n'est que de la mati¢re 
epanchée dans les insterstices et la paren- 
chyme du placenta, quoique cet ¢panche- 
ment différe des extravasations qui ont 
lieu a la suite d'une rupture dans les vais- 
seaux.”—Lobstein, p. 79, 


cation by great bloodvessels between the 
uterus and placenta. The following pas- 
sages will clearly prove, that forty years 
before the publication of his paper, this 
was distinctly asserted by Wrisberg. 

“ By the most successful injections made 
with all due care once into the uterus of a 
pregnant woman who died in the ninth 
month of gestation of a wound, several 
times into the uteri of mares, cows, goats, 
rabbits, dogs, cats, and preparations of 
which I possess, I never could convey the 
smallest quantity of the most subtle fluid 
into the uterus from the vessels of the um- 
bilical chord, nor from the vessels of the 
uterus into the placenta, the fluid entered 
only the cellular texture of the 
chorion (decidua), and filled it with irre- 
gular on Haller’s Physio- 
logy, chap. 35. 


The following parallel passages will 
likewise prove, that many years before 
Professor Lauth published his paper, there 
were other writers who had maintained 
that there are no cells in the placenta, 
and that it is not divisible into maternal 
and fwtal portions. 


Dr. Lauth in 1826. 


“ Malgré les recherches les plus minu- 
tieuses, je n’ai pu découvrir ces deux 
portions, 4 moins qu’on ne veuille nom- 
mer placenta utérin la on de la mem- 


devenu adhérent, et qui, apres s’étre plus 
ou moins completement séparée de I'u- 
est expulsé avec le placenta.”— 
p. 76. 

“ Tl n’existe donc pas de placenta uterin, 
tel qu’on décrit jusqu’a présent.”’"—p. 76. 

“ Quant aux cellules qu'on décrit entre 
l'uterus et le placenta, ou dans la por- 
tion uterine de ce dernier, od viennent se 
terminer les artéres, et ot naissent des 
youre le sang qui y est 
épanche, je n'ai jamais pu les rir, 
malgré l'attention avec laquelle j'ai dirigé 
mes recherches. Ce qui a pu donné lieu a 


hypogastric veins, without entering the the foetus; lastly, that the ita ap- 
q membrane being interposed between the which are, at a later period, performed by 
’ umbilical vessels and the uterus, whatever the intestinal canal, rather than those 
which have even to the present day been 
attributed to the lungs.—Repert., p. 79. 
Transl. in Taz Lancet. 
to the maternal blood flowing in the great 
uterine sinuses.”— Phil. Trans., p. 63. 
Breschet, Sir A. Cooper, and all the best 
> | anatomists of the present time, except 
| Professor Fohman, have failed to discover 
' | lymphatics in the placenta. 
| Nor is Dr. Lauth the first author who 
| has maintained that there is no communi- 
| 
brane caduque a laquelle le placenta est . . 
‘ | 
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“ Ruysch est le ier qui, par ses in-' en admettre l’existence, ce sont les épan- 
jections, ait lasnatiére jusqu’a dans chemens que forme quelque fois la matiére 
les derniéres ramifications du placenta. Il a injection entre les deux organes, mais 
a fait voir que cet organe n’est forme cés ¢panchemens dependent du decolle- 
que d’un assemblage de vaisseaux diverse- ment du placenta, de la membrane ca- 
ment repliés et conglomerés; qu'on n’y duque et de la rupture des vaisseaux qui 
rencontre point de corps glanduleux, ni de l'unissent a l'uterus.”—p. 77. 
cellules ni de fibres particuli¢res. — 

Lobstein, p. 66. “ Le placenta n’est composé que de la 
division successive des arteres ombilicales 
sur le chorion artéres qui parvenues a l’ex- 
trémite des villosités qui le recouvrent, se 
replient sur elles-mémes pour donner 
naissance au veines.”—p. 76. 


Thus it appears that Wrisberg, Ruysch, | labourer in the field of medical science to 
and Lobstein, had all maintained, before | pursue his career undisturbed. 
Dr. Lauth, that there is no communication I have the honour to remain, Sir, 
by great vessels between the uterus and Your faithful obedient servant, 
of and that the appearance of cells Roserr Ler. 
was produced by extravasated injection. 
It rAd ame also, that the existence of lym- 14, Golden-square, Ist April, 1833. 
panes in the placenta had been believed ’ 
y many celebrated anatomists for the last|_ P.S. My professional occupations and 
fifty years. But they all, as well as Dr. habits of life render it impossible for me to 
Lauth, failed to advance satisfactory evi- take any further notice of the author of 
dence in support of their opinions, and they | the parallel. That some of the readers of 
likewise stopped short of the great point| your journal will be misled by his un- 
which it was my object to describe in my paper, | founded and perverted statements I have 
vit. the eristence of great openings in the| good reason to believe. The truth will, 
lining membrane of the uterus which are however, prevail at last, and when every 
closed by the decidua during pregnancy.|™man has had an opportunity of dispas- 
Before my paper was published in this|Sionately comparing Dr. Lauth’s paper 
country, so little effect had been produced |and mine, it will be discovered that we 
by the writings of these authors, that|conducted our researches wholly inde- 
the doctrines of the Hunters were univer- | pendent of each other, and with totally 
sally believed, and even at the present | dissimilar objects in view. I again re- 
time are taught in most of the universi-| quest you to perform an act of impartial 
ties and great medical schools of the united | justice, by inserting the whole of my Paper 
kingdom. on the Placenta, from the Philosophical 
Transactions, in the next number of Tue 
As with this notice I beg leave to close| Lancet, that a comparison may forth- 
my animadversions upon Dr. Granville’s| With be instituted between it and Dr. 
statements, permit me to offer a word or| Lauth’s; and that you may have no ex- 
two to the Doctor by way of admonition as|cuse to plead for neglecting to perform 
to his future conduct. Dr. Granville has | this duty,* I beg leave to state, that it will 
made himself conspicuous in London dur- | give me great pleasure to defray the whole 
ing the last fifteen years by unceasing| expense which you may incur by the pro- 
to depreciate others and to exalt | ceeding. 
his own reputation at their expense. Let 
the proceedings of the Gardiner Peerage 
Cause before the House of Lords,thePeni-| * We know not how it can be a “duty” 
tentiary Committee, the Cholera Board, and | on our part to publish the whole of Dr. 
lastly, the case now before us, be received | Lee’s paper, as it appeared in the Philo- 
as evidence of this ungenerous disposition. | sophicat Transactions, since we have already 
Dr. Granville has for more than a year lain | published a full and strictly impartial ab- 
under aheavy charge of wilful plagiarism, | stract from it. We here, however, repeat 
brought against him by the Quarterly Re- | an offer already made in a private note to 
view. It might be fully as profitable an} Dr. Lee, to circulate the paper uniformly 
occupation, and place him in a better| with the ensuing number of this journal, 
light before the profession, if he would| if Dr. Lee will transmit to us a sufficient 
apply himself to rebut these serious charges | number of copies for that purpose.—Eb. L. 
i turpitude, and to direct his 
thunder to that quarter, leaving a zealous, z 
peaceable, and, I trust, honest and useful 
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ss ENGLISH DEAFNESS.—EXPENSES OF VACCINE BOARDS. 


DEAFNESS IN THE ENGLISH.—DR. FOS- 
BROKE, MR. WRIGHT, AND M. ITARD, 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Str,—You inserted in your valuable 
work for 1831, several papers by Dr. Fos- 
broke, of Cheltenham, on the pathology 
and treatment of deafness, to which you 

me In Tue Lancet, 
No. 389, p. 646, Dr. Fosbroke said, “ M 


Paris, and a writer of a very 
able work on the diseases of the ear, in- 
formed me that the deafness of the majo- 
rity of English who apply to him, is 
caused by polypi in their nostrils, the fre- 

ney of which growths he ascribes to 
their climate.” In No. 408, p. 413, J re- 
plied that “ polypus in the nostrils is not 
in this country, as to 
allow M. Itard with reason to make the 
observation ascribed to him.” 

At that time I doubted so much the cor- 
rectness of this re — M. Itard’s opi- 
nion, . Fosbroke appeared 
fully to subscribe, that I resolved to ascer- 
tain whether the foreign physician and 
surgeon had ever committed himself in 
the manner mentioned by Dr. Fosbroke. 
The opportunity of accomplishing this only 
recently presented itself. A lady who had 
formerly been a patient of M. Itard, but 
who since then had always consulted me 

her occasional deafness, was 
at and wrote to make an appoint- 
ment respecting her coming to London, 
on account of some derangement in her 
health, which had brought on a trifling 
return of deafness. In my reply I gave 
Dr. Fosbroke’s words relative to M. Itard, 
and requested the favour that my pa- 
tient’s husband would apply to M. Itard. 
This he did in writing, with the trifling 
variation in the question from Dr. Fos- 
broke’s word “ ro man ed;” for the ques- 
tion was asked M. Itard, if he had ever 
written to Dr. Fosbroke such an opinion, 
to which M. Itard gave this very conclu- 
= reply, the original of which, in French, 

ve 

“ Sir,—I have neither written the letter 

nor have sent forth the opinion 

buted to me. I have much remarked, 
that amongst the number of the 
English whom I 
deafness, there existed otorrheea, followed 
by devel ent of fungous polypus; but 
by this tion, I never made any 
eral application to the deafness of the 


_[errors that 


ve had to treat for!. 


| 
| 


ish, which only differs from that of| 


the French, Italians, &c., in its being more 
frequently complicated with scrofulous 
diathesis, which easily ins itself. 

_ (Signed) “M, Irarp, 
Paris, Feb, 27, 1833,” 


M. Itard is a scientific man, and I trust 

you will not allow the ab- 

surd opinion attributed to him in Dr. Fos- 

broke’s paper to remain any longer un- 
tradicted. 


con 

If you will allow me a little space in 
your next, I will offer some remarks on 
M. Itard’s views of otorrhcea, and in a sub- 

sequent paper point out the 
exist in regard to extrane- 
ous substances in the auditory passages. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

W. Wricurt, 

Surgeon-Aurist, 

18, Sackville Street, Piccadilly, 

March 18, 1833. 


EXPENSES OF VACCINATION IN FRANCE 
AND ENGLAND, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
Sir,—I here transmit you a isti 
account of vaccination, and the expense of 
the Vaccine Establishment, in France, as 
it appeared in the last number of the An- 
nales d’Hygicne Publique. The report, 
which was presented to the Minister of 
Commerce by the Royal Academy of Me- 

dicine, is for the year 1830 :— 


Numbers vaccinated ........253,972 
Cases of small-pox.......... 9,764 
Deaths from small-pox ...... 1,340 
Expense of Vaccine Establish- 
ment............ 24,217 Francs. 


Equal to about 960/., which is at the rate 
of about one shilling of expense for every 
130 children vaccinated ! 

It would be interesting, were the means 
before us, to compare this statement with 
the total expenses to which our own 
country is put, in order to carry the pur- 
poses of vaccination into effect. The 
emoluments derived by the five members 
of the English Board, are equivalent to the 
expenditure required for the vaccination, 
annually, of no less than 80,000 children. 
What is done for the sums thus taken 
from the charitable objects of the Insti- 
tution? Are there any returns published 
of the numbers annually vaccinated, com- 

with the births, throughout Great 
ritain,—or of the influence of vaccination 


—or any such necessary 
cuments ? 
Let our Government allow sufficient for 
all necessary but cut off all 
emoluments. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Justus, 


tard, the physician to the Deaf and Dumb | 
| 
) 
| n arresting the progress of the small-pox, 
| March 25th, 1833. 
| 


M. CAYOL’S BOOK—LON. UNIV. HOSPITAL, 83 


Clinique Médicale, suivie d'un Traité des Ma 
ladies Cancereuses. Par J.B. Cayou, An- 
cien Professeur de Clinique Médicale a 
la Faculte de Paris.—Paris, chez Bley- 
nie, rue de I’Odeon. 8vo. pp. 624. 
March, A.D. 833. 

A carerut perusal of this volume, which 
the author has submitted to the public for 
the purpose of being enabled to reckon “a 
book” among his “anterior titles” to a 
contested professorship of clinical medi- 
cine, enables us to devote our pages to 
some more useful purpose than a lengthened 
analysis of its contents. Everything it 
contains smells of dust and worms. It 
is, indeed, what it professes to be, devoted 
to the precepts of Hippocratic medicine ; 
at least the reader who wades through its 
pages, will find little evidence therein of 
the progress of time, or science, since the 
era of the t patriarch of physic. In 
short, had fhe volume been written on 
papyrus, and exhumed from Pompeii, its 
outward garb would have completely suit- 
ed the venerable character of its pages. 

A glance at the contents is sufficient to 
show the antiquity of the work. We have, 
first, an introduction, in which the max- 
ims of Hippocrates are developed and 
defended with considerable skill. An in- 
troductory lecture follows, which the au- 
thor delivered some years since, prepara- 
tory to a course of clinical instruction, 
and in which he explained to his disciples 
what he deemed to be the fundamental 
principle of the practice and teaching of 
medicine. Thirdly, we have some theore- 
tical and practical reflections on fever and 
inflammation, collected ty Leth, a zealous 
follower of Cayol, while attending the 
visits and lectures of his preceptor. Next, 
under the title of “ Medical Constitutions 
of the years 824 and £29,"* we have a 
sketch of the practical facts which these 
two clinical seasons afforded, with the 
details of treatment, and a compendium of 
the principal observations the cases sug- 
gested. Lastly, we have a reprint occu- 
pying 350 pp. out of the 624, of an article 
published many years ago in the great 
Dictionary of Medical Sciences, by M. 
Cayol, conjointly with M. Bayle, and with 


* Quere, chronelogy,—Prorsvs, 


the character of which all well- nformed 
medical men are already acquainted. 

Such are the chief features of this work, 
which displays great zeal and fidelity in 
the Hippocratic cause, and a consistent 
degree of horror at the innovations of 
modern times. On the whole, we con- 
sider it to be a useful acquisition to me- 
dical literature. The well-educated prac- 
titioner must be familiar, to a certain ex- 
tent, with the ancient bibliography of his 
profession, and who, save the owlish anti- 
quary, would prefer to seek this knowledge 
in a heavy-smelling, finger-soiling, black- 
letter folio, instead of a smart, well-bound, 
handsome, and portable octavo? We are 
past the times of these dark and pedantic 
habits, and when we wish for our “old 
friends,” we like to see them with “new 
faces.” 

A drowsy torpor, occasioned by the pe- 
rusal of the volume, had come over us by 
the time we had read through the greater 
part of it, and we had begun to confound in 
our mind, as in that of a somnambulist, the 
period of its appearance with that of the 
very infancy of medicine. The name of 
Broussais, however, aroused us from our 
doze, and reminded us that the book was 
dated 1000 years later than we imagined. 
Our reflections, however, do not require 
alteration or addition, further than to state, 
that the author considers the volume to be 
a modern publication. 


THE LANCET 
London, Saturday, April 13th, 1833. 


Tne Council of the London University 
are now acting like men of spirit, sense, 
and judgment. They feel that their in- 
stitution is flourishing, (considering the 
short time that it has been founded,) in the 
highest possible degree, and that they 
ought to add their exertions, instanter, to 
the great and indefatigable labours of the 
professors, in order to multiply, in rapid 
succession, the brilliant results that have 
been already achieved. To the dismay of 
the pretended friends of the University, 
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A NEW ANATOMY BILL.—TAX ON STUDENTS. 


and to the horror of its interested revilers, | curred by the working of the Act; and, in 


we state, that the building for » hospital is 
to be commenced forthwith, a» 
that the public may judge of the noble 
spirit with which this monument to sci- 
ence and charity has been begun, we take 
an early opportunity of announcing 
that two of the Council, Mr. Wm. Tooke 
and Mr. Goutpsmip, have each put down 
FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS as their addition 
to the large sum already subscribed. We 
knew that it was merely necessary to 
explain to the Proprietary, and to the 
friends of the University, generally, the 
really promising state of the institution, to 
produce such a degree of enthusiasm in 
its favour as is now evinced. 

To the Council, then, we respectfully, 
but emphatically, ejaculate two brief sen- 
tences :—“ Erect a hospital as speedily as 
possible, and elect all your medica! officers 
and professors by public concours.” This 
done, the University of London would 
instantly become the first medical school 
in the world. 


in order 


Mrnisters have expressed their inten- 
tion to introduce a Bill,—ror REMEDYING 
SOME OF THE DEFECTS OF THE ANATOMY 
Act! 

We knew it would come to this, but we 
did not calculate that one of the modes of 
affording relief to students, would be to im- 
pose a direct tax on thenr to defray the 
expenses incurred by carrying the Act 
into, and continuing it in, execution. We 
allude to this circumstance at the earliest 
possible moment, in order that the inde- 
pendent members of Parliament may set 

heir faces against such a nefarious pro- 
ceeding. The scheme, however, is some- 
what advanced, as the Home Secretary 
convened the lecturers on anatomy at his 
office on Saturday last, when two resolu- 
tions were adopted by the teachers; in the 
first of which they agreed that the students 
should be taxed to defray the expenses in- 


| the second, that the lecturers themselves 


should be taxed in the annual sum of two 
pounds two shillings and sixpence, on the 
like account. The lecturers agreed to this, 
but will the students submit, without op- 
posing, in the most earnest manner, such 
a scandalous imposition ? 

And this is our economical government! 
Ministers may offer whatever excuse they 
choose as a justification of this proceeding, 
but it is nothing more nor less than the 
levying of an additional tax. For what 
says the sixth section of the Anatomy Act? 

“ That it shall be lawful for his Majesty 
to grant to every inspector, such an annual 
salary, not exceeding 100/, for his trouble, 
and to allow such a sum of money for the 
erpenses of his office, as maygappear rea- 
sonable ; such salaries and allowances to be 
charged on the consolidated fund of the 
United Kingdom, and to be payable quar- 
terly.” 

Ought the lecturers, therefore, to have 
approved, as volunteers, of an alteration 
which is to shift the payment from the 
Consolidated Fund to the already over- 
taxed pockets of their pupils? If Minis- 
ters had the courage and the honesty to 
strike off but one pension from the fright- 
ful list of sinecures, every medical student, 
and every lecturer, might stand free from 
the exaction of such an exceedingly impro- 
per regulation. Even the discontinuance of 
the pension to the “ honourable Mrs. Har- 
niet ARBUTHNOT,” awarded to her, we 
suppose, for her public services during the 
administration of the Duke of Wellington, 
would leave a sum sufficient for the pay- 
ment of all the expenses incurred by the 
Inspector’s Office for the metropolitan 
district. Will the independent members 
of the House of Commons agree to such 
an obnoxious change? We trust not. At 
least, sure are we that the proposition 
will he strongly opposed. Were there no 
unmerited pensions allowed, were the pro- 
ceeds of the Consolidated Fund disbursed 
with justice, and a due regard had to 
rigid economy, then might the suggestion 
of ministers for taxing medical students, 


_ PETITIONS AGAINST THE APOTHECARIES ACT. 


be listened to with feelings somewhat 
different from those we now entertain. 

The Anatomy Act, according to the 
preamble, was to protect “ the public 
from grievous crimes and murders,” and 
already a project is on foot for throwing 
the expenses of the new police created for 
the protection of the public, exclusively on 
the medical students,—for the item of 
2. 2s. 6d. (mark the sixpence), to be con- 
tributed by the two or three dozen lec- 
turers on anatomy, is not worth including 
in the calculation ; for once let the system 
be begun, and the whole of the expenses, 
even to the last shilling, will be made to 
fall on the already grossly plundered stu- 
dents. Let the latter look to it, then, and 
call their teachers to account for agreeing 
with such precipitate haste to so unwar- 
rantable a proposal. 


A MovEMENT which augurs well for the 
cause of medical reform, is at length ob- 
servable in the various departments of the 
profession. The directors of the colleges 
speak openly for reform; the licentiates of 
the colleges pray for reform; and the 
members of the colleges demand reform. 
Certain it is that the oppressors and the 
oppressed, while speaking on one subject, 
carry their views in opposite directions. 
Nevertheless, the agitation of medical 
abuses, will inevitably lead to their remo- 
val, and at no distant period. All that is 
now wanted is, first, the concentration of 
medical opinion; and, secondly, the ap- 
plication of the power thus acquired, to 
the achievement of the one grand object, 
A JUST MEDICAL GOVERNMENT. Petitions 
are at length fast flowing in on the minis- 
ters from the possessors of Scotch diplomas, 
against the iniquitous Act held by the 
London Company of Apothecaries. Tne 
Lancet opened its attack on this measure 
within a few months after the first ap- 
pearance of this journal before the public. 
It has continued its condemnation at inter- 
vals, from that time to the present moment, 


but in its efforts it has not been aided by a 
single newspaper, magazine, or medical 
periodical. In short, our strictures on 
this statute of the legislature, have sub- 
jected us to no small quantity of calumny 
and misrepresentation. Still, we were not 
to be deterred from a conscientious dis- 
charge of our duty, and passing events 
have at last proved that we have not 
laboured in vain. 

The Scotch graduates and members of 
the College of Surgeons, in petitioning for 
a modification of the Act, ought to bear in 
mind that they are not subjected to op- 
pressions or inconveniences from which 
other diplomaed practitioners escape with 
impunity; for it is literally true that the 
fellows of the London College of Physi- 
cians, the members of the London Coilege 
of Surgeons, the fellows of the Dublin 
College of Physicians, and the fellows and 
members of the Dublin College of Sur- 
geons, are prohibited from practising as 
apothecaries in England, equally with the 
graduates of the University of Edinburgh 
and the fellows and licentiates of the 
Scottish College of Surgeons. In a word, 
all the physicians and surgeons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, are prohibited, under the penal- 
ties of the Apothecaries Act of 1815, from 
preparing, and supplying their patients 
with, the medicines which they themselves 
may prescribe! This looks like madness,— 
like the most outre of all impossibilities. 
Unfortunately, however, for English so- 
ciety, and for the fellows and members of 
our colleges, it is but too correct a state- 
ment of the actual condition of the law. 

We are desirous of inserting some ex- 
tracts from two of the petitions which 
have been presented to the Home Srcre- 
TARY on this strikingly interesting subject, 
but we are compelled, by a great demand 
on our space, to withhold them until next 
week, when we shall treat at some length 
the obnoxious and detestable provisions of 
the Act of 1815. 


8 INQUEST AT HORNCASTLE.—TRIAL AT DERBY.—MR. EARLE. 


Aw inquest of a singular description has 
recently been held at Horncastle. The 
circumstances for a short period excited 
the most intense interest throughout the 
county. The facts are briefly these:— 
Mr. Warp having, for some time, pos- 
sessed a preparation of an encephalous 
foetus, was desirous, from the evaporation 
of the spirit, of getting rid of it, as it be- 
came very unsightly, and offensive to the 
smell. Accordingly, he caused it to be 
wrapped in some hay and linen, and di- 
rected his servant to convey it to a hole in 
one of his (Mr. Warn’s) fields, where 
some labourers were digging. Curiosity 
subsequently prompted one of the labour- 
ers to take up the packet and examine it, 
and a constable having been made ac- 
quainted with its contents, Dr. Verrcu 
examined it, and was understood to give 
it as his opinion, that the subject of the 
inquiry had been born alive, and destroy- 
ed by violence. An investigation, after- 
wards made, satisfied the official parties, 
that there was nothing wrong, and the 
preparation was reinterred. Rumours 
having been kept alive, to the discredit 
of Mr. Warp, that gentleman insisted on 
the disinterment of the malformed body, 
and caused a coroner's inquest to be held 
thereon, when it was proved most satis- 
factorily — beyond cavil, dispute, or the 
possibility of the insinuation of wrong, 
that the preparation had been conveyed 
to Mr. Warp himself, about three years 
previously, by the husband of the woman 
who had given birth to the imperfect 
offspring. A minute autopsy having been 
now instituted, it was discovered fhat 
there existed neither brain nor spinal 
marrow. A satisfactory verdict was in- 
stantly returned, and Mr. Warp left the 
inquest room free from every stain on his 
professional reputation. 

We must confess, however, that we do 
not entirely understand the conduct of 
Dr. Verrcn,—as it was proved at the in- 
quest that he had seen the preparation 
soon after it first fell into the possession of 
Mr. Warp. This circumstance, when 
taken in connexion with his subsequent 


conduct, calls for explanation. How a 
satisfactory one can be supplied, Dr. 
Veitcu alone knows, 


A cass of alleged mala pravis has lately 
been tried at Derby. The case excited in- 
tense interest, and in the course of the 
trial there was exhibited the usual quan- 
tity of contradictory medical testimony. 
The action was brought by a Mrs. PaLmer, 
a not-over-abstemious elderly lady, against 
Mr. Frost, a surgeon of Bolsover, to re- 
cover damages against that gentleman for 
his alleged neglect, and injudicious treat- 
ment, of a fracture of the neck of the 
plaintiff's thigh-bone. After an investi- 
gation which occupied the time of the 
Court nearly nine hours, the Jury re- 
turned a verdict for the defendant. If 
Mr. Frost deserved blame, it was for 
having followed the advice of Sir AstLEY 
Coorrr, who, in such accidents, recom- 
mends that patients should not be use- 
lessly tortured by trying to effect a re- 
union of portions of bone which no con- 
trivance or perseverance will ever succeed 
in cementing by ossific deposition. We do 
not agree in opinion with Sir AstLey, but 
surely Mr. Frost cannot be censured for 
adopting, implicitly, the recommendation 
so frequently given by the first authority 
in England, in cases requiring surgical 
treatment. It was laughable to observe 
Mr. the plaintiff's Counsel, speaking 
of “the cure that had been effected by 
another surgeon,”—the plaintiff being still 
a cripple—the injured limb remaining two 
inches shorter than the sound one. We 
marvel that barristers, although hired to 
talk, should be permitted to occupy the 
time of the Court by uttering such ridi- 
culous trash. 


Tue cock-sparrow of Bartholomew's 
having found a new and a gayer cage in 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, hops behind its gilded 
ornaments, with a levity which is peculiar 
to cock-sparrows at this season of the 
year. A rare ornithological orator is this 
curious bird. Oh Harry Earnie! Why 
dost thou not make a study of the pro-. 
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fundity of thy own insignificance. Chir- 
rup on, little songster, and esteem thyself 
fortunate in being capable of twittering 
or thy own amusement, asthou hast not the 
power of one sounding note that is agree- 
able to the ears of others. In giving a 
history of his own medical education, Mr. 
Ear stated that it had been confined 
to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, in conse- 
quence of the outbreak of the war with 
Buonararte! Unhappy Naporeon! to 
be instrumental in preventing the cul- 
tivation of the fertile intellectual soil of 
Henry Earte, by the aid of the great 
medicai institutions of France. We com- 
miserate posterity on the calamities which 
must arise from the medical education 
of the cock-sparrow having been wholly 
limited to St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 

At the conclusion of the “twittle,” 
“twittle,” some of the wags from St. Bar- 
tholomew’s whispered, “Let us applaud 
the little chap.” Patting of hands imme- 
diately ensued, amidst tokens of merriment; 
whereupon the bird fluttered its wings, 
strutted, and disappeared. A fine grimal- 
kin, comfortably lodged under the chair of 
Mr. Cutt, appeared to be the most inter- 
ested spectator present. On leaving the 
theatre, a practitioner was heard to ex- 
claim, “ Well, I really thought Taz Lawn- 
cet had always been too severe on EaR.e. 
It struck me that he partook more of the 
Eagle than the little bird which he is said 
to resemble, but this exhibition has con- 
vinced me that he is nothing but a cock- 


sparrow. 


Tue cholera medals still continue the 
theme of declamation on the other side o/ 
the water. M. Batty, the well-known 
physician of the Hotel Dieu, has returned 
his medal to the Minister of Public In- 
struction, with the remark, that “his ne- 
“ glected interne deserved it much better 
“than he did himself.” The medical men 
of the Quartier de la Mont de Pitié have 
published an energetic protest against the 
mode of distribution. Some of the pal- 
pable blunders made by the Commission 
are ludicrous in the extreme. Baron 


Boren, for instance, received a medal, 


and on the reward being announced to 
him, he exclaimed, “Oh! they have given 
“me a medal, have they? Well, I sup- 
“ pose it is because I have not treated a 
“ single cholera patient!” 


Tue tribunal of police of Rouen, has just 
condemned the notorious travelling “ ocu- 
list” Wiiirams, to a pecuniary fine for 
selling his nostrums in that town. For 
the last six months also, the importation 
of English patent medicines into France, 
has been totally prohibited by a govern. 
pment order. The English idlers at Paris 
express considerable annoyance at this 
deprivation, which has the good effect of 
cutting off a large source of profit from 
the ignorant manufacturers of those mise 
chievous compounds. 


A new and peculiar epidemic is preva- 


lent just now in Paris and its environs. It 
consists of a very painful inflammatory 
affection of the feet, resembling rheuma- 
tism in some of its symptoms, though 
widely different from that affection in 
others. It bears no slight analogy to the 
extraordinary epidemic “ acrodynia,” late- 
ly noticed by M. AnpRAL, in his course of 
lectures, and which seized a great pro- 
portion of the inhabitants of Paris. An 
antiphlogistic mode of treatment seems 
best adapted to its cure. 


EveryTHine connected with the pend- 
ing Parisian concours seems to proceed 
tamely and imperfectly. The “ anterior 
titles” are under discussion. Those of 
MM. Cayor‘and Prorry are already de- 
cidedon. Each of these has received first- 
rate and equal marks, and it is said that 
the same verdict will be found on the 
titles of the majority of the competitors. 
This is an erroneous and, in fact, a prepos- 
terous proceeding,— an unjust incum- 
brance on the concours, and it is executed 
in a manner highly improper and dis- 
creditable. No rational being could honestly 
place the anterior qualifications of MM. 
Cayo. and Prorary on an equal footing. 


Lancet Gallery 


Medical Portraits. 


CLOT-BEY. 


In forming an estimate of the character 
of the cultivator of any of the sciences, 
what furnishes such solid proof of excel- 

ence as a triumph over extraordinary dif- 
ficulties, and the accomplishment of under- 
takings of acknowledged splendour and 
utility ? 

If then we are to appreciate the charac- 
ter of Cior-Bry, either by the vastness, 
the value, or the peculiarity of his labours, 
we must at once place him in the first 
rank of the most eminent practitioners of 
medicine of the existing era. 

A brief sketch of established facts will 
prove that this eulogy is not undeserved. In 
short, the brilliancy of his yet brief career, 
finds no parallel in medical history. Can 
it be credited, that Egypt, which seven 

ago possessed no kind of medical 
nstitution whatever, now boasts of a well- 
organized medical government, essentially 
superior in many respects to that of a 
nation which vaunts of its multitude of 
chartered corporations, professedly devoted 
to the cultivation of medical science ? 

Ah! but it were a misnomer, indeed, to 
infer that Cior-Bry's brilliant schemes 
were retarded in their progress from the 
ABSENCE of corporate institutions resem- 
bling our own. Our enterprising hero 
was successful because these barriers to 
his progress pip Nor Exist. Had there 
been a “London-College-of-Surgeons” in 
Egypt, the Egyptians would have derived 
hittle or no advantage from the labours of 
Cuior-Bry. He would have been perse- 
cuted, prosecuted, vituperated, banished, 
bysuchabody. Harvrity,the Pacua owns 
no “College-in-Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields.” 

The extraordinary advances towards per- 
fection in a system of medical education 
accomplished within so short a period, 
through the zeal and ability of onr honest 
man, prove to demonstration, the heavy 
curse that hangs over us in the continued 
entirety of our existing medical charters. 
These abominable instruments—fostering 
the vile principle of self-election—act as 
blasts on the morning bud of genius, lead 


CLOT-BEY'’S MEDICAL SCHOOL. 


to the withholding of a just reward for in- 
dustry, and furnish the avaricious with 
legal pleas for ising their shameful 
and unprincipled extortions. 

But let us see what has sprung up in 
uncivilized Egypt, in the absence of un- 


‘| chartered monopolists. Whry, an organized 


medical school, as exhibited in the following 
curriculum of the school of Abouzabel :— 


Ast Section. 
Anatomy and Physiology. 
Hygeine and Medical Jurisprudence. 
Pathology and Internal Clinique. 
Pathology and External Clinique, Opera- 
tions and 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
2nd Section. 


Veterinary Medicine. 
3rd Section. 

Physics, or Natural Philosophy. 

Astronomy and Meteorology. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

Botany and Zoology. 

4th Section. 

A Maternity, in which the Art of Ac- 
couchement is taught to Negresses and 
Abyssinian women. 

All these different sections are united in 
one establishment, and are now in full 
activity. The nomination to Professor- 
ships is by Concursvus. 

C.ior-Bry has from year to year 
published an account of the progressive 
steps in the formation of the school of 
medicine at Abouzabel, near Cairo, in 
which the difficulties before him, and the 
means he took to surmount them, are 
clearly stated. To replant the tree of 
knowledge in a country where it had pe- 
rished ages since, required the operations 
of a hand no less delicate than strong. 
Private interest, ignorant opposition, reli- 
gious prejudices, envy, ridicule, apathy, 
and the prevalence of a language not rea- 
dily accessible to the ideas of European 
formation, all stood as obstacles in his 
path. The founder of the school of Abou- 
zabel—upheld by the Prince, who is now 
marching as a conqueror, and we hope as 
a regenerator, through Egypt—triumphed 
over all these impediments. Ciot-Bry 
having first of all communicated his ideas to 
the Vicrroy respecting the establishment 
of a school, and having obtained his ap- 
probation of the project, commenced 
his labours. The following is the mode, 
narrated by himself, in which the perplex- 
ities of the Arabic lan were over- 
come :—“ Great obstacles,” he states, 
“ stood in my way ; one of the first was to 
“ decide on the to be emplo 
“jin teaching. It was impossible to 
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with French or Italian ;'could only be restored by 4 person ac- 
the time it would have required quainted with its mechanism, -&c. By 
to teach them, and other motives, con-| such arguments the Ulemas were dis- 
“ vinced me of the necessity of teaching armed, the pupils were then soon re- 
“ them medical science in their own idiom. conciled to the study of anatomy, and all 
“Once determined on this point, it be- Cairo heard, without being agitated, that 
“came necessary to find, for Professors dissections were performed at Abouzabel, 
“ not acquainted with Arabic, the means of and thus did the founder achieve his 
“ transmitting their ideas. This I thought purpose, despite a thousand ardent and 
“ might be effected by employing trans- | dangerous emmities. Some of the Ulemas, 
“ators who were acquainted with the | to their honour be it told, now rank among 
“ languages both of the pupils and their his most efficient assistants, and the vo- 
“ masters, and which translators should cabulary already mentioned is, in part, 
“ themselves be pupils, destined to teach the work of one of these individuals—the 
“ hereafter what they were now to learn.” | Seid Ahmet-Er-Rachidi. 
In this manner, in the course of four, From the foundation of the school, to 
of indefatigable application, the lec-' the year 1831, one hundred and fifty ca- 
tures of all the professors were rendered pable and well-educated doctors have 
into Arabic. Other translations also were been sent forth to practise. The cholera 
made, and the sense of 6000 words was broke out in Egypt in the course of that 
absolutely determined in a vocabulary for | year, and the conduct of these fresh dis- 
the pupils. ‘ciples, under the trying circumstances of 
The tact of CLor-Bry in explaining! the epidemic, was truly heroic. Its rava- 
away and removing the prejudices, both of ges were frightful. Most of the Euro- 
the priests and the people, against dissec- | peans, and many physicians, fled, while 
tion, evinces a sagacity and plainness of|the young practitioners were indefati- 
urpose for which he deserves high praise. | gably rivalling their seniors in zeal. They 


upils whom he had to instruct, had, |} remained at their posts, and thirty of 


for * the most part, been educated in the/them became victims to their devoted- 


mosques. Hence, in their opinion, the! ness. 
touching of a dead body was an irreligious | 


act. How, then, could he imagine, that 
they would be induced to dissect, though | 
without anatomy there could be no science 
of medicine? At thismoment of perplexity, 
the Vicrroy was appealed to, who, though 


C.iot-Bey has not only established a 
| school of medicine on the confines of the 
desert, but he has also taken the only 


measure by which the work, so well be- 


gun, can be perpetuated—namely, that 
of furnishing the chairs of the institution 


favourable to the innovation, was unwilling | with national professors. With this view 


to risk an open rupture with the preju- 
dices of the community. Thus situated, 
C.ior-Bry took the desperate resolution 
of appealing to the Ulemas themselves. 
These persons were not slow to per- 
ceive that, in appropriating to themselves 
the practice of a useful science, they would 
thereby augment their own credit and in- 
fluence. Many conferences were accord- 
ingly held, and many objections had to he 
removed, before even their tacit consent 
could be obtained to the project. The 
Ulemas believed that the dead body suf- 
fered by the mutilations of the scalpel. 
To this it was answered, that if such 
were the case, the deceased must suffer 
equally from the worms. In the latter 
case, the sufferings of the dead body were 
as inevitable as useless, it was therefore 
suggested that it must be better to sub- 
stitute for this mode of suffering another, 
one which would have the good efiect of 
enabling living men to employ means for 
their own preservation when diseased. It 
was further shown, that this end was to be 
obtained by diffusing a knowledge of the 
structure of the human body,—as, when a 
watch was out of order, its movements 


he has taken to France twelve Arabs, 
chosen for the superiority of their capaci- 
ties, who are to perfect themselves in the 
respective departments of the professors 
whom they are destined to succeed. 

In every point of view, the foundation 
of this school is an important conquest for 
civilization. The science of medicine is 
based soentirely upon the other branches of 
human knowledge, that the establishment 
of good and comprehensive medical insti- 
tutions may be regarded as the most im- 
portant step towards the diffusion of 
knowledge in general. The upper and 
middle ciasses of the nation in which such 
institutions exist, cannot long remain an 
ignorant and enslaved people. Let this 
be remembered, when the constitution of 
our medical corporations shall be duly 
investigated. 

Hitherto we have spoken of the labours, 
only, of CLot-Bry. We will now say a few 
words respecting his birth, parentage, and 
education. 

The Catholic who has been the first to 
be invested with Musselmanic titles, makes 
no boast of his ancestry. He was simply 
known as M. Cxior. He thus speaks of 


himself, in reply to an address which was|“ depart without seeing one of the most 
presented to him on his visiting the Hopi- | “ terrible of the medical lions of London,” as 
tal de la Charité, at Marscilles :-— it was his object, while in Europe, to see all 

“Having been myself a scholar of this | sortsof curiosities connected with medicine. 
“ hospice, 1 come not to visit the place in| The interview occupied the best portion 
“which I received my first lessons from |of an hour, though it seemed to engaye 
“ curiosity, but through a sense of duty but a few minutes, from the volubility and 
“ and gratitude. I also was received in| vivacity of thevisitor. On asking him what 
“ this house, not as a foundling, it is true, he thought of the system of our hospitals, 
“but as a poor child. It is gratifying to he shrugged his shoulders three or four 
“ me to behold once more my benefactors, times, and sarcastically enunciated, “Trade, 
“ and my heart is gladdened at the sight of trade, toomuch trade.” Complaining also 
“ these hospitable walls.” Then turning of the visits of the medical officers to those 
to the scholars, he added, “ Brave chil-| institutions, he insisted that the patients 
“dren, I had the happiness of knowing| in hospital establishments were entitled to 
“my father and mother, but, like you, I the first and earliest attendance of the 
“was unfortunate in my childhood. Itis | officers,—that the claims of the sick poor 
“only by dint of study and labour that I | stood before those of the rich and power- 
“have been able to obtain some advan-/ful. The conversation turning on his 
“tages. You see me now in a Turkish exertions in Egypt, he said, “I am come 
“ dress, but I am nevertheless a Christian | “ to scold you for making a great man of 
“and a Frenchman like yourselves.” In | “avery little one. I am but a very hum- 
giving an account of his labours to the |“ ble person, and think little of what I 
Academy, he speaks of his life in the same “have done; I have only discharged my 
modest tone. “I pass rapidly,” he said, |“ duty,”"—an accomplishment which we 
“over the first years of my life and my/had learned not to undervalue. Conti- 
“early studies. The former were very|nuing his remarks, he approached the 
“ unfortunate, the latter much neglected.” | fragments of a lunch which lay on a side 
He took the degree of “ Doctor” at Mont-| table, and catching hold of a loaf, broke off 
pellier, and subsequently left Marseilles, | a piece and devoured it, observing, “Thus 


where he was practising, on the invitation 
given to European practitioners by the 
Pacha of Egypt. His conduct has since 
been so much approved of in France, that 
on his return he was invested with the de- 
coration of the Legion of Honour, and 
elected an honorary member of the Aca- 
demy of Medicine. In sending him to 
France with the young Egyptians, the 
Viceroy styles him in the firman issued on 
the occasion, “ CLor-Bey, the glory of the 
Christians.” The firman allowed him an 
absence of three months, part of which he 
spent in England. He has now returned 
to resume the direction of the school of 
Abouzabel. We might mention in detail 
the important surgical operations of every 
kind which he performed during his re- 
sidence in Egypt, (one of them, the suc- 
cessful operation for enormous scrotal 
elephantiasis, we have already long since 
recorded in our pages,) and also his in- 
troduction and proposal for disseminating 
vaccination, but the enumeration 
be foreign to our present objects. 
On the day that M. Cror quitted Lon- 
don on his return to Egypt through Paris, 
he most unexpectedly honoured the Editor 
by visiting him at his rooms of business. 
Dashing aside all ceremony, on the mo- 
mentary introduction of a mutual friend, 
he moved rapidly towards the object of his 
call, and grasped the Editor’s hand with the 
familiarity and cordiality of an old and sin- 
cere friend, remarking, “ that he could not 


“ Late my meals for eight years,—standing. 
“ —Jneversat. Ihadnottime.” Anapology 
was made to him for the confusion which 
pervaded the large mass of books and 
papers around him. “ Ah, monsieur,” he 
observed, “if you were in Egypt, I must 
receive you in atent.” Referring to the 
visit which an artist had made to him a 
few days previously, for the purpose of 
drawing his portrait, he inquired, if the 
gentleman had come from the Editor. On 
a reply in the affirmative, he said, “ Then, 
“he was most welcome; his drawing is 
“ very good, but I do not deserve so much 
“honour.” Inquiring his age, he archly 
observed, “If you were women, I would 
not tell you, but to the men I sayy thirty- 
eight. My hair will soon betray my age. 
If you can find me a good English wife, I 
will take her with me.” In the course of 
some remarks on professional subjects, he 
described on paper his mode of tion 
for stone, after Vacca, which he with can- 


would | dour avowed that he followed so minutely, 


that not the slightest credit for originality 
in any step of it belonged to him. On 
being asked what he thought of lithotrity, 
he replied, that he had seen Mr. CosteLLo 
operate that morning, and was highly gra- 
tified with the process. He said that the 
instruments were extremely simple, and 
that he had given orders to have a set sent 
to him in Egypt; that he believed litho- 
trity to bea valuable ion, which would 
be generally i in civilized coun- 


MEDICAL APPRENTICESHIPS.—_THE GLASGOW COLLEGE. 


tries, but that in those where surgery was 
still in its infancy, the old mode must be 
resorted to. 


During his stay in Europe he wore the 
rich and beautiful costume of a Bey,—a 
single dress, with its ornaments, being | 
worth probably nearly three hundred 
pounds. In height he is rather below the 
middle stature, but exceedingly well made, 
with a frame calculated to endure al- 
most any length or difficulty of exertion. 
His attachment to the Viceroy of Egypt 
is so ardent, as to partake of the character 
of enthasiasm,—speaking of the abilities 
and moral worth of the Pacua in strains 
of exalted admiration,—and quite certain 
are we that the confidence of his sovereign 
is not ill-placed when entrusted to the ho- 
nourable and pure mind of M. Cior. 

The likeness exhibited in the accom- 

ying plate, possesses great fidelity. The 
eatures and expression of the Bey are 
there delineated with much felicity. The 
splendid dress which he wears on State 
occasions, is also very correctly delineated. 


EDUCATION OF YOUTHS FOR THE 
MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—I have with great pleasure from 
time to time marked your efforts for the 
advancement of our profession, and bring- 
ing about a measure of reform wherever 
it seems needed, not only by your per- 
sonal observations, but by making public 
those of others, more especially on that 
most important subject, the education of 
youths for the medical profession. With 

leasure, too, I read the judicious letter of 

r. Eachus, which appeared on the 23rd 
instant. Most heartily do I, with that 
gentleman, regret the existing deplorable 
system, and am amazed that ‘such a course 
should be longer tolerated,—that ‘one 
who is destined to hold a most important 
station in society, and with such a bound- 
less field of labour before him, should be | 
suffered, not to say compelled, to spend 
five of the most interesting years of his 
life in almost profitless drudgery, devoting 
so many to that which may be obtained. 
in one, acquiring after all only an imper- 
fect smattering of pharmacy, and, perhaps, 
an empirical notion of the use of physic. 
I allow that there are some happy excep- 
tions to this five years slavery. My own 
case forms one of them. } 

This great and general evil is the root of 
numberless effects that harass and de- 
= profession, and well accounts 

the extent of professional ignorance , 


that still obtains amongst us. Shall 
then continue to submit to the evil, 
cause the circumstances of our unenlight- 
ened ancestors admitted of it? Shall our 
youths continue to be dragged half edu- 
cated from the school to the counter, and 
there be more or less doomed to five years 
cessation from all mental improvement? 
I need not add more to what Mr. Eachus 
has said on the subject; but since he has 
not pointed out any means of obviating the 
evil, I shall take the liberty of suggesting 
what appears to me, and to those I have 
consulted on the subject, an admissible 
plan, namely, that schools should be es- 
tablished for the education of young men 
intended for the medical profession, where, 
in addition to the kind of education suited 
to gentlemen, the elements of chemistry, 
materia medica, botany, and osteology, 
should be made the subjects of instruction. 
In this case the apprenticeship should be 
reduced to two or three years duration, 
which would allow of the pupil remaining 
at school as many years longer. This, I 
think, would place the matter on a good 
basis, and, were it seen desirable by the 
majority of our profession, an alteration in 
the term of apprenticeship could be easily 
effected. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 


we 
be- 


March 25th, 1833. 


THE GLASGOW COLLEGE.—DR. BADHAM. 
—-MR. ALLAN BURNS.—-THE GLASGOW 
INFIRMARY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir,—From your zeal and good intent 
in forwarding medical reform, I am in- 
duced to hope for a dispassionate treat- 
ment of the affairs of the Glasgow College 
at your hands. In a recent number of 
Tue Lancer, a letter appeared, copied 
from a Glasgow contemporary, in which 
the flapper was rather vigorously applied 
to individuals, by, as I suspect, an over- 
grown student. That the tree of know- 
ledge in Glasgow needs the pruning-knife, 
admits not of a doubt, but care must be 
taken not to injure the sound, while cut- 
ting the unsound limbs. That Dr. Bad- 
ham may perhaps partake too freely of 


‘the polus-phlosboio style, and of the doc- 


trine of infection and contagion, is not so 
much a matter of concern, as whether he 

metal of weight and calibre suf- 
ficient for his station in that school. I 
have been a disinterested observer of the 
men who have charge of the destinies of 
my alma mater, and have not the honour 
of Dr. Badham’s acquaintance, and there- 
fore claim the credit of an impartial nar- 


rator, when I say, that the of 
the practice of medicine has high qualifi- 
cations for his office. "Tis not the quality, 
but the colour of his complexion, that 
offends. He is nota trans-tweeder. En- 
tendez vous? Of his é, whom I 
know not, I can say nothing, but soon 
shall. The interests of the school, I can 
ict, will not suffer by the services of 
young Mr. Burn, whose fellow cannot be 
made a qguovis ligno. The basement of his 
fessional knowledge is good—lct him 
steadily build the superstructure, and 
his name of Allan Burns will not have 
been misapplied. There are peculiarities 
of men ‘and things connected with the 
University, as also of the Royal Infi 
at Glasgow, the notice of which will not 
be uninteresting or without utility to both 
those Institutions. As a stranger, I ex- 
perienced courtesy at the hands of the 
surgeons of the latter, which forbids a full | 
expression of the sense I had of their skill | 
and general management, until a future 
period. Haste is my apology for the crude 
and digressive style of this communication. 
Ina future I shall keep more to the point, 
and remain, Sir, your Reader, 
RoTHSAYANUS. 


Poet's Corner, March, 1833. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


APOPLEXIA TRAUMATICA, FROM INJURY. 


J.Everet, aged 30, a groom, was brought 
into Percy’s Ward on Monday, March il, | 


with serious injuries received from horses | SP@Ce 


in a stable. He had been drinking on the | 
Sunday afternoon, left his friends, and was 
not heard of, or seen again, until ten o'clock | 
the next morning [I1th), when some per- 
son, on entering a stable in a mews near | 
Gower-street, found him lying under the | 
horse’s feet quite insensible. He was im-| 
mediately conveyed to the hospital, when | 
the appearance which he presented was 
exceedingly dreadful. He had six severe 
cuts on the head, principally on the back 
et of it, with dark spots between them. 
is arms and shoulders were cut or bruised 
through their entire extent, and his body 
appeared to have been trodden on in seve- 
ral places. There was great congestion of 
the vessels in the forehead, and his breath- 
ing was long-drawn and laborious ; tongue 
covered with cream-coloured matter; eyes 
suffused, and he seemed quite unconscious 
of surrounding objects. When spoken to, 
he sometimes returned answers, but they 
were of the most vague description. Pulse 


210, hard; upper part of the body quite} plained of great pain in the perineum 


DEATH FROM KICKS.—FISTULA IN PERINEO. 


hot; constantly rolling his head from side 

to side. Dr. Watson saw him, and ordered 
Bleeding to 36 ounces immediately. 

BR  Calomel, 10 grains, immediately; and 
afterwards throw np a turpentine 
enema, 

In the evening, cupping to 20 ounces 
over the temples, a blister to the back of 
the neck, shave the head, and apply a 
lotion. 

12. Congestion of head less; pulse 98; 
tongue covered with whitish foam; in 
other respects much the same as before. 

K Calomel, 3 grains, every three* hours. 
In the evening, mercury, with chatk, 
was ordered, 5 grains, every three 

hours. 

13. Breathing still exceedingly labori- 
ous; pulse 98, hard; expression of counte- 
nance vague; the eyes, which, from the 


| commencement, have been partially closed, 


are now open, and he stares wildly at the 
surrounding objects; the cornea dull and 
glassy ; pupil dilated, which was considered 
very singular, as, at this time, the upper 
part of the body was thrown into violent 
action from clonic spasms, particularly the 
muscles of the face. 
Calomel, 2 grains; compound extract of 
colocynth, 2 grains; opium, 1 grain. 
Make a pill, to be taken imme- 
diately. 

Died at 6 p.m. 

Examination of the Body.—On removing 
the scalp, it was at once discovered that 
the middle suturewas separated slightly, to 
the extent of two-thirds of its course pos- 
teriorly. On taking away the bone, a 
8 between the cranium and dura mater 
was found filled with liquid blood, in which 


| was a whitish matter of thick consistence. 


The dura mater being then removed, the 
interval between it and the brain was found 
smeared with blood, much thicker than 
that which escaped from the cranium. On 
its removal, the great interlobular fissure 
was filled with blood, which spread as far 
as the corpus callosum. The convolutions 
of the brain and ventricles were also full 
of blood. The meningeal vessels were 
very thick, but contained no blood. 


FISTULA IN PERINEO. 


Thomas Cross, wtat. 52, was admitted 
on the 10th of March into Percy’s Ward, 
under the following circumstances. About 
nine years since he experienced a difficulty 
in making water, but was unabletoreferthe 
circumstance to any cause. He has been 
similarly attacked every winter since, and 
obliged to apply for aid at dispensaries. 
About the 15th of last February, he com 


REMOVAL OF TONSILS. 


the parts became swollen to a considerable | 
extent, and very soft andtender. A week 
afterwards he was standing on a chair, 
from which he fell, and, in consequence, ex- 
perienced suffering, fromthe pain in those 
parts of the most agonizing description. 
On examination, he found that the swell- 
ing in the perineum had subsided, but that 
the scrotum was full of liquid, and very 
painful. He thought, from its size, that it 
contained a pint. On applying at the 
dispensary it was punctured, and gave 
exit to matter which consisted of blood, 
urine, and a thick yellow substance. The | 
urine flowed through the pasSage for a 
week, when it ceased to come at all. He 
then entered the hospital, and was seen 
by Mr. Mayo, who remarked to the 
pupils present, how useful it was to 
divide such strictures in time, having 
never found any beneiit from allow- 
ing them to continue without opera- 
ting, when the patient was not re- 
lieved by medicinal means; for as it was 
unquestionable that an operation should | 
take place when other means failed, the | 
sooner it was resorted to the better, lest 
the patient should sink, as appeared to be 
the case in the present instance. Apply 
eight leeches to the perineum imme- 
diately. 


Decoction of sarsaparilia 1 ounce; Li- 
quor of potash 2 drachms ; tincture of 
opium 30 drops ; one spoonful to he 
taken every four hours ; a hip-bath 
in the evening, and the water to be 
drawn off by the catheter. 


12th March. Feels very weak ; pulse 70, 
small and quick; a degree of anxiety in 
the countenance; slept none. On intro- 
ducing the catheter, strong resistance was 
experienced from the stricture, which was 


situated a little beyond the prostate. A 
bougie was then attempted to be passed ;| 
but this failed, Mr. Mayo remarking, | 


14th. The surgeons met in consultation, 
when it was agreed to defer the operation 
in consequence of the patient's debility. 
A silver catheter was then introduced 
into the ‘urethra, and, after using some 
force, was passed {into the bladder, from 
which a quantity of water was drawn. 
On retracting the instrument, a bougie 
was inserted, and made fast, with direc- 
tions for its being so left for twenty mi- 
nutes. Let him nave full diet, and four 
ounces of wine daily. Continue the medi- 
cines, and persevere with the bath. 

15th. It was evident to-day that the man 
was sinking. He had taken six ounces of 
wine since yesterday, but his countenance 
was quite pale, his voice tremulous, and 
he spoke with difficulty. There was a 
heaving of the chest, and his respiration 
was quick, and very laborious. Great pain 
in the hypogastric region, and diarrhwa 
during the night; eyes sunken, and mus- 
cles of his face flabby. A small quantity 
of urine passed. |, Take a tablespoonful 
of the compound chalk mixture every four 
hours, to which add ten drops of tincture 
of opium. Discontinue the bath and pills, 
and continue the mixture. Died at one 
o'clock a.m. on the 16th. 

Autopsy.—The muscles divided in the 
line of the raphe were pale and flabby, and 
partly disorganized, particularly the leva- 
tor ani. No celivlar substance was inter- 
posed between the bladder and the rec- 
tum, but the parts were covered with 
thick yellow matter, in which were small 
white spots. The prostate gland had a 
pale unhealthy appearance, and with the 
slightest force came away—at least the 
portion of it situated below the urethra. 
The stricture, which was now found be- 
yond the prostate, was divided; its sides 
quite hard and cartilaginous; Cowper's 
glands were twice the usual size, and filled 
with a yellowish liquid; their substance 
soft; the internal coat of the scrotum was 
in part destroyed, and its entire surface 


that the irritation caused by its forcible in-| 
troduction would probably increase the; was covered with yellowish matter. The 
action of the absorbents. He then ordered testicles were larger than usual, of a 
it to be again attempted in the evening. | lengthened shape, quite soft, and on being 
Continue the mixture, &c., give two com-| pressed gave out a quantity of whey-like 
pound colocynth pills, at night. Continue fluid. There was no cellular membrane in 
the bath. the spermatic chord, and the tunica vagi- 
13th. Much more feeble; no urine has’ nalis and cremaster muscle had a pale un- 
passed since yesterday. Another unsuc-| healthy appearance, with yellow spots on 
cessful attempt was made to introduce the | their surface, some of which penetrated 
hougie, though the operator remarked that | through the tunica. 
it went somewhat further than on the pre- | 
vious occasion. Mr. Mayo now wished to| Removat or Tae Tonsiis.—Mr. Mayo, 
operate, but before doing so, he sent for in operating, March 8th, on John Locke, 
the other surgeons of the hospital, to con-|a lad about fifteen years of age, for en- 
sult with them. In consequence, how-largement of the tonsils, remarked that 
ever, of their having departed, he deferred | the operator derived great advantage from 
operating until the next day. Continue, using the large curved scissors in pre- 
the remedies as prescribed. ference to the employment,—as recom- 


LITHOTOMY.—HERNIA.—TUMOUR. 
mended by several surgeons, and at pre- the attended, and per- 
sent practised in France,—of the ligature, |formed the operation. On examining the 


which, in their opinion, prevents the he- 
so much complained of in this 


, and next day the lad 
The operator added, that there would be 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 
. REPORTS AND CLINICAL REMARKS. 


Litsoromy. Deatu.—February 28th. 
This day Mr. Cesar Hawkins performed 
the operation of lithotomy on a boy, aged 
nine years. The first incisions were made 
= t care; the bladder was per- 

and the gorget introduced, but 
er difficulty was experienced by the 
operator in extracting the stone. It was 
several times within the grasp of the for- 
ceps, but as repeatedly slipped from it. 
‘Aher some time, however, it was extracted, 
and proved to be a rough-shapen calculus 
of the mulberry kind. The patient bore the 
operation with firmness, and when the 
stone was extracted, was sent to bed. Mr. 
Hawkins stated to the pupils, that the dif- 
ficulty arose from its rough, uneven, sur- 
face, not allowing the blades of the forceps 
to obtain sufficient purchase on it. The 
day after the operation unfavourable symp- 
toms showed themselves; urine became 
infiltrated in the cellular membrane around 
the bladder, and on the day following the 
patient died. On apost-mortem examina- 
tion, the ureters were found filled with 
matter, and the bladder and neighbouring 
parts were extensively diseased. 


Srraneutatep Incuinat Hernta.— 


AnomaLovus Srructrure.— March 3. At, 


five p.m. a man was admitted with stran- 
ted inguinal hernia. The intestine had 
nded during a violent fit of coughing, 
three days previously, and the patient was 
unable to return it. He had been purged 
and bled, and the taxis had been used pre- 
viously to the patient's applying at the 
hospital, but to no purpose. There was 
great irritability of the stomach, sickness, 
redness of the inguinal tumour, and hiccup. | 


Mr. Brodie being out of town, Mr, Walker, he (Mr. Brodie) did not 


scrotum, only one testicle was found to have 
descended, which led Mr. Walker to be- 
lieve, that one of the causes of the descent 
of the hernia might arise from some con- 
genital defect. On dividing the skin, cel- 
lular membrane, and fascia, the testicle was 
found in front of the tumour, whilst 
the tunica vaginales formed the fas- 
cia propria of the hernial sac. The opera- 
tion was performed with great dexterity by 


.| Mr. Walker, and the man went on after- 


wards with no unpleasant or unfavourable 
symptom. 


Tumour or tHe Gum.— Want oF 
Hosprrat Saws.—March 7. A patient of 
Mr. Brodie was this day brought into the 
operating theatre, for the purpose of having 
a tumour of the gum removed. Mr. 
Brodie was anxious also to remove that 
portion of the lower jaw to which the tu- 
mour was attached, which rendered the 
operation one of greater importance than 
the simple removal of the tymour might 
have been. Mr. Brodie commenced by 
extracting a tooth in the immediate vici- 
nity of the tumour, and then made a groove 
with a saw, anteriorly and riorly, in- 
tending also to make one laterally, and 
thus completely remove the portion of 
bone to which the tumour was attached. 
This last part of the operation was only 
partially performed, and with the chisel, the 
common saws not being found sufficient for 
the purpose of laterally dividing the bone. 
The patient was then sent to bed. 

After the operation, Mr. Brodie remark- 
ed that such tumours were very common ; 
they were generally of a red colour, smooth, 
and, to all appearance, of the same sub- 
stance as the gum itself. Their simple ex- 
tirpation was, comparatively speaking, a 
very trifling operation, but he had once 
had a patient in the hospital from whom 
he merely removed a tumour of this nature, 
and a few months after she returned to the 
hospital with another tumour. When these 
tumours returned, they were sometimes 
worse than at first, and they ulcerated ex- 
tensively ; and although he (Mr. Brodie) 
had never seen a case of the kind terminate 
fatally, yet he had no doubt that if they 
were allowed to run their course uncheck- 
ed, they would, in time, do so. Such tu- 
mours were not malignant in their charac- 
ter, they did not depend upon a disordered 
state of the constitution, but were half ma- 


neighbourhood of the parts they o 
and if the of bone to 
were 


operation. Mr. Mayo removed the left 
tonsil in twenty seconds. It was of the| 
size of a large bean. The next was taken 
away in the space of a minute, and was] 
. three times the size of the other. They | 
; had been increasing since the lad was 
, eight years old, and latterly prevented 
: deglutition. There was a slight hemor- 
ture on one tonsil, than he had spent in} -———— 
lignant—that is, they were malignant, lo- 
cally, on the surface, and the immediate 
supied ; 
ch they 
them, 
they 


VARIETIES.—CORRESPONDENTS. 
then returned, either there, or in any other | journalists 


In this case Mr. Brodie said that he 
not been able to accomplish all that he 
at first had intended. He made a groove 
with the saw, both before and behind, but 
‘was unable to make one laterally, owing to 
the surgical saws which they possessed in 
the hospital not being fitted for the pur- 
. The portion of inferior maxilla, 
oo ng in immediate contact with the 
tumour, had been removed with the chisel, 
and if it should become necessary, there 
would be plenty of time whilst the woman 
remained in the hospital, to destroy any 
further portion of it by the actual cautery, 
nitric acid, or any other means. 


Visirors OF NOTE FROM THE East.— 
Namik Pacha, the Turkish ambassador, 
attended by Mr. Keate, visited the hospital 
a short time since in company with Sir 
Robert Wilson, and many gentlemen of 
his suite. He is mentioned as the first 
person who ventured to found a medical 
and surgical school in Constantinople, and 
he has been visiting the different anato- 
mical schools and hospitals of the metro- 
polis, preparatory to introducing the study 
of anatomy among the surgical e/éves of the 
Turkish capital. 


Inavest at Layron.—A correspon- 
dent, under the signature of “ Essex,” 
writes :—“ I should like to see some notice 
taken of an inquest lately held at Layton, 
Essex. A man was found in a ditch, at 
about eight o’clock p.m., with his throat 
cut. Next day an inquest was held on the 
body, when some of the Jury proposed 
that, to save expense, the body should be 
interred the same afternoon, in its clothes 
and hat, as found. The body had not been 
owned. It was ultimately agreed that the 
body should be buried on the subsequent 
day in its clothes. So here the matter 
rested. Ought it to do so?”—[We our- 
selves possess no infcrmation on the 


subject, beyond what is here furnished by 
our correspondent.—Ep. L.] 


Tae Bat Cive met, according to ad- 
journment, on Saturday evening last, but 
Sir Asttey Coorrer did not attend, in 
consequence of an accident to his ancle, 
ape by gouty inflammation of the 


Mr. Lyxn.—We feel sincere pleasure 
in having it in our power to contradict the 
announcement of the decease of this gen- 
tleman, at page 59 of the last Lancer. 
Mr. Lynn, although not quite well, is 

> i his years, 


Str Biizarp.—A 
ent informs us that this renowned knight 
was a governor of the London Hospital so 
early as 1772, and that he received his 
“title” not in 1800, but in 1810, while 
presenting an addrees of condolence to 
George III. on the death of the Princess 
Amelia. The address was from the Medi- 
eal and Chirurgical Society. 


CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 


Com™MuntcatTions have reached us from 
Mr. Meredith—Dr. Wilkins—Mr. Greigg, Ma- 
dras Army—Mr. G. S. P.—Mr. Chadwick—Mr. 
H. Budd—Mr,. W. Manro (Filey)—Dr. J. Gordon 
Smith—Mr. L. C. de Londe—AeATa—Mr. John 
Brown, R.N.—Mr Gran:ham—Mr. J. R. Beonett,— 
T. M. C.—A Webb Street Stadent (3)—Medieus— 
Dr. Greening—Mr. J. Binham—Z M.—Mr. Kilby 
—* One of Them”—Mr. G. E. Eachus—A Sub- 
scriber—A Friend to Medical Reform—Mr. W. C. 
Anderson— Dr. W. Stokes (printed essay).—Mr. C. 
Clark—Mr. Pearee—Mr Witeon—Dr. . Seward 
—Dr. R. M‘Intosh. Some other communications 
ought to be acknowledged, and we apologise tor the 
omission. The insertien of such an immense mass of 
letiers and essays is absolutely impossible; even 
the perusal of so many papers, is a work of greater 
labour than can be well conceived, Many of our 
correspondents would appear to disregard all ordi- 
nary modes of writeng, in order to give their produc. 
tions the character of hvere glyphics—thus demanding 
a vast expenditare of time in deciphering. We, 
therefore, take this opportunity of again imploring 
ovr correspondents to condense their facts, to cast 
aside hy pothesis, and to transcribe their production 
in a manner to suit the eyes of compositors, who 
are compelled to work might and day, sometimes 
aided by a clouded sun, at, others assisted by a not 
over brilliant gas-light. 


The remarks on the neglect of the 
of“ Materia Medica” are extremely jadicious, but 
their publication at this time coud ave no other 
effect than that of furnishing the medical corpora- 
tions with another excuse for plundering medical 
students, and with a plea to the legislature for ren- 
dering another class of individuals the victims of 
this monopoly. The remodelling of this branch of 
study forms a prominentitem in the scheme of medi- 
cal reform. Our correspondent may be assured, 
that the subject will pot be forgotten, when it can 
be discussed safely and effectually. 

A Country Practitioner is very anxious 
that Mr. De la Fons should furnish the profession 
with a drawing of his * Keyed Tooth Instra- 
ment.”” 

Mr. J.J.C. As there has been no call 
at eur office, we may advise him in this place to 
apply to a skilful practitioner—such curves are not 
easily removed, and it would be madness in him to 
attempt bis own cure. 

L. R. We will afford our friend every 
assistance in cur power, by instituting an efficient 
inquiry among the initiated. 

c . A surgeon may dispense 


Other prescriptions as a chemist and druggist, provided 


| the snare of the silly 
hoaxer. Mr. J. A. Fletcher, Mr. Dermott, 
| Mr. Mitchell, and other gentlemen, have 
jaddressed us in refutation of the painful, 
| 


the medicines be not prescribed by himself for his 
own patients in medical cases—Gracions powers! 
in what a stateis medical law ! We lose all patience 
on beholding its anomalies. i 

Mr. P. Stoneham. We do not recollect to | 
have ived the apparatus in questi Should 
a search prove successful, it shall be sent to the | 
office, and a notice of it, if approved, shall appear in 
Tre Lancer. 

To Quinten, J.*R., et altera. Several 
entire communications, and extracts from others, 
whieh we had promiced to insert, are unavoidably | 
postponed 

Interrogator. We entertain not the re- | 
motest doubt of the continued and permanent suc- 
cess of the Lonvon ov Memicine. The | 
bases of the pillars by which it wili be supported, | 
cecupy sound positions in every quarter the) 
kingdom. An apothecary, not being a member! 
ef the College of Surgeous, cannot be seccessfully | 

osecated for practising surgery.—The Sth part of | 

Atins is not yet published) We are unable 

to state whether an article ou ‘* Spinal Irritation” | 

will appear in the Cyclopedias now in course of | 

whlication ; but such an essay will be necessarily , 

anated, while treating of diseases of the nervous | 
system. 

Inquirer, Constant Subscriber, and others. 
Proresson Youait has promised that we sali re- 
ceive sullicieut copy to publish the first suppiement 
containing his valuable lectures on the 27th inst. 
An extraordinary pressure of engagements bas pre- 
vented this able teacher from affording us an oppor- 
tunity of redeeming our pledge Ww our readers ai an 
earlier period. 


Dr. M——.». The “ Observations on 
the ot the Aputhecaries Society” shall be 
exeminec ror and the pithy parts extracted. 
Pets ag is much to» jong jor insertion in its pre- 
sent form, but its subdivison, probab'y, into shorter 
letters would fritter away its sabstance into ephe- 

- mera! fragments, 

F.G, This young gentleman is evi- 
dently neglected by his master, that is, if his state- 
ment of grievances be correctly reported. An open 
rapture, however, would be most unadvisable. 
Hence we would recommend, that Mr, —— should 
be civilly reminded of his obligations to his articled 
pupil. 

In reply to the questions contained in 
ah uosigued letter, we may remark, that the Apo- 
thecaries Company possess a power with respect 
to demandiig® testiqonials -of a ** satisiactory 
medical edueation, which imterferes most wofuily 
with the rightful demands of stadents. It is quite 
clear, however, that in this respect the company 
have vastly overstepped the boundary ot discretion. 


The “ Notice Biographique sur Antoine 
Searpo” was an acceptable present, but the pam- 
would have afforded more satisfaction, coming 
from that quarter, if it had been accompanied by 
an explanatory note. 


A Member of the London College of 
Medicine shovld apply to Dr. Waller, Weliclose 
Square, who we feel assured would fee! pleasure in 
furnishing him with the required information. At 
present we have no precise data on the subject. 


Dr. Wright. We can assure this gentle- 
*theman that his letter of February 27th did not 
reach us ; otherwise, as a “ rejoinder,” it would have 
been published instantly. We were too much 
pleased with the abiility displayed in the first eom- 
munication, to treat a second from the same hand 
with neglect, or avy other mark of disrespect. 
The discovery of “ Hereditary Cataract 
Mr. Guthrie ” is not very extraordinary, con-! 
the original talents of the discoverer. If: 
the “ modest author” could but off his dif-- 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


}are members of the “ Conservative Club.” 


fidence, we shou'd doubtless hear and see some- 
thing more of the results of his scientific researches, 
He is likely, we think, to come out, with effect, in 
the Bar Cuun, 


Mr. Brown's reply to the few remarks of 
Mr. Cow is mach too jong for insertion. Were we 
to occupy our pages by such exceedingly lengthy 
communications on matters of personal dispute 
merely, we should not have a eclowa left for any 
other subject. If Mr. Brown will eut down his 
rejoinder to a sixth or an eighth of its present di- 
mensions, it shall be inserted instantly. Not the 
slightest imputation rests on Mr. Brown’s cha- 
racter for having disapproved, on trial, ef a con- 
trivance, which he had previously thought well of 
on conjecturai testimony. : 


The request made by M. B——, Paris, 
is not unreasopable, and will be attended to, we 
hope, satisfactorily, on the first occasion, 


Sir Henry Hatrorp and Dr. Hume, 
besides belonging to the * Leather Wing Society,” 
Sir 
Henry is very bitter in his denuaciations of the 
Vaccine Committee of the House of Commons, pro- 
testing that the members thereof are “black can- 
tharides, they having most uacourteously blistered 
his tongue.”’ 


A, M. G. is in a position to bid defiance 
te the corporate harpies of Lincoln’s-tun-Fields. 
A Doctor incurs not the slightest risk of proseca- 
tion by either calling himself“ surgeon,”” or prac- 
tising as one. 

We beg to acknowledge, in mass, the 
receipt of a great number of levers, announcing the 

esentation of petitions aod memorials to the 
douse of Commons and Members of the Govern- 
ment relating to the imperfections and oppressi 
ef the Apothecaries Act ; also several letters, direct- 
ing attention to the late inquest at Horncastle, and 
the recent trial, on a charge of mala praxis at 
Derby. We have a'so to thank a correspondent 
tor forwarding No. 620 of the “© Manchester Guar- 
dian,” containing a column and a half of puff of 
Long the Slaughterer as extracted from the 
** Legal Examiner.” Neither the quack nor the 
* Legal” which endeavours to puff him into notice 
again, is worth one word of comment—Long and 
the wretched periodics! in question, being without 
any exception whatever two of the most stupid 
things in existence. The writing in the miscalled 
* Examiner” would absolutely disgrace a third- 
rate boy ina parish school. 

We will endeavour to find room for 
Mr. Ecctes’ letter next week. Also for that of 
J.V.0. 

J. W. D. inquires whether any of our 

dent d with the real charac- 
at Norwood, 


is not ex- 
e may have it again on 


cor Pp are q 
ter of the “* Beulah Waters,” 

Mr. Kelby's “Hi 
actly snited to our pages, 
application at the otlice. 

The chief points in Mr. Grantham’s case 
hardly possess sufficient noveity to demand publicity 
for his paper. 

The Edinburgh Advertiser came to hand, 
and we sba!l probably, shortly, notice a portion of 
its contents. 

A Student, W’., may depend on our not 
forgetting the! claims which the juniors of the pro- 
fession have upon an independant public journal. 

In order to protect ourselves against a 


disgraceful species of imposition which 1s too fre- 
quently practised on public journalists, we have 
been ander the necessity of directing our publisher 


positive! 
cels, 


y to decline receiving either letters or par- 


postage or 
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